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NOT JUST NETS 

MAPPING THE NEW BROOKLYN 



Satellite image by Space Imaging 


It's the most exciting Brooklyn news in 
five decades. 

But Bruce Ratner's plan to bring the 
New Jersey Nets to an arena he would 
build near the intersection of Atlantic 
and Flatbush avenues is miniscule in 
comparison to all the development 
planned for the greater Downtown and 
Brownstone Brooklyn areas. The arena 
is even dwarfed by the massive office 
and residential towers that Ratner plans 
to build immediately adjacent to it, tow- 


ers that would substantially obscure the 
arena from the view of motorists on 
busy Flatbush Avenue. 

The massive Downtown Brooklyn Plan — 
which would turn the area into a sister to 
Midtown Manhattan with skyscrapers 
meant to attract corporate back-office leas- 
es and government tenants — is, right 
now, coursing through the city public 
review process. The Downtown Plan over- 
laps both the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
Cultural District and Ratner's Atlantic Yards, 


where the Nets arena would be located. 

Meanwhile, just south of the arena site. 
Park Slope's Fourth Avenue has been up- 
zoned to allow taller buildings and encour- 
age commercial and residential develop- 
ment. To the west, Lowe's home improve- 
ment and Fairway supermarket will soon 
open traffic-generating big box stores, and 
an Ikea is planned in Red Hook. 

On the waterfront, there's Brooklyn 
Bridge Park commercial-recreational devel- 
opment, negotiations to bring Carnival Cruise 


Lines to Pier 7, and a city-Port Authority 
review of the best uses for Piers 8 through 
12 in Carroll Gardens and Red Hook. 

If anything, this photo, taken by Space 
Imaging in December 2002 and anno- 
tated by The Brooklyn Papers this week, 
omits some projects. 

If implemented, these projects would, 
collectively, forever change Brooklyn as 
we've known her. Some will, by law, 
require public review; for others, devel- 
opers and elected officials will seek to 


skirt scrutiny and debate. 

Advocates of the overlapping Down- 
town Brooklyn Plan and Atlantic Yards 
(which form one entity, only a tiny por- 
tion of which would house the Nets) 
want the projects discussed separately. 

But only by considering jointly the im- 
act of all the projects shown above can 
any of them be properly evaluated. 

In the center spread: an enlarged view 
of the Downtown Plan and Atlantic Yards. 


SEE CENTER SPREAD FOR COMPLETE COVERAGE 
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Bandit robs video store 


We don’t have 

something that other restaurants own 

(a microwave) 


o be old fashioned, especially in our kitchen. 

For example, our tomato sauce is cooked 4 hours before it’s 
ready, to take out the acidity of the tomatoes. We think the 
good things in life need time. That’s why, when you eat at 
Fragole, you’ll feel the difference. 


>agt>U 

Rislorante 




394 Court St. g XM c«dutbtnj • (718) 522-7133 

Open daily for Lunch, Dinner • Weekend Brunch 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

An armed robber, looking to 
score some quick cash, tied up 
five employees at a Block- 
buster Video on Court Street 
between Douglass and Degraw 
streets just as the store was 
closing, at 1 am on Jan. 17. 

Hiding in the lower level of 
the store, the man pulled out a 
gun as employees went down- 
stairs to make sure the store 
was cleared out. 

The bandit tied the workers 
to a railing and told the manag- 
er to escort him upstairs where 
he made him remove all the 
cash from the register and then 
told him to open up the safe. 

When the manager explained 
that the safe was on time delay 
and couldn’t be opened, the sus- 
pect grabbed the surveillance 
video out of the camera and fled 
with a bag containing $3,000 and 
a pair of the store keys. 

The employees were able to 
wriggle themselves free and 
call 911, police said. 

The suspect is described as 
Hispanic, 5-foot-8, heavyset, 
wearing a black ski cap, scarf 
and puffy winter jacket with 
blue jeans and carrying a silver 
colored handgun. 

Guard punched 

Just because it’s on display, 
doesn’t mean it’s up for grabs. 


84/76 Blotters 


Need a Doctor? 


In your 

insurance plan? 
or 

Close to 
home or work? 


For a referral to one of 
our outstanding physicians, call 
(866) 318-8756. 


Continuum Health Partners 

Physician Referral Service 


But when a security guard at 
a drugstore on Atlantic Avenue 
near Third Avenue tried to teach 
that lesson to a bandit, the thief 
responded with a quick jab to 
the guard’s right cheek. 

The incident began just before 
noon on Jan. 24, when the em- 
ployee, 48, tried to stop the sus- 
pect from allegedly pocketing 
$43 worth of batteries and flash- 
lights from the store’s display. 

Police were called in and ar- 
rested a 40-year-old suspect. 

Noble gesture 

A man looking for more than 
a good read, strutted his way 
into the Barnes & Noble on 
Court Street near State Street 
around 9 pm on Jan 21. 

When the suspect allegedly 
attempted to leave the store 
with $60 worth of CDs in his 
pocket a security guard tried to 
stop him. 

‘Don’t lose yourself for this 
job,” the thief said as he pulled up 
his shirt to reveal a gun tucked 
into the waistband of his pants. 
He then fled out the door. 

State St. mug 

A woman heading home 
from the Nevins Street IRT 
subway station was held up by 
a man at Nevins and State 
streets just before midnight on 
Jan. 16. 

“Give me your money,” the 
suspect demanded as he ap- 
proached the woman. 

The victim, 20, handed over 
$18 and the man fled down 
State Street, police said. 

Rob bartender 

Two men wearing fedoras 
plopped themselves down at a 


bar on Atlantic Avenue near 
Boerum Place just after noon 
on Jan. 19. 

"It’s my father’s 70th birth- 
day,” one of the tipplers told the 
bartender. 

As a special request in honor 
of the aging patriarch, the pa- 
trons asked the bartender to 
play some more tunes on the 
jukebox. 

When the barkeep returned, 
she noticed that her Prada 
purse, valued at $1,150, and 


Prada wallet, valued at $550, 
were missing from behind the 
bar along with her keys and 
credit card. 

Identity theft 

A woman living on Hicks 
Street learned this week that 
somebody used her credit infor- 
mation to obtain a credit card in 
her name and racked up $3,000 
in charges between Jan. 7 and 
Jan. 19. 

Instead of sending the bills to 
her Brooklyn Heights address 
near Clark Street, the state- 
ments went to an address on 
Putnam Avenue in Bedford- 
Stuyvesant, police said. 


•w'SATNICK 

Wi offer quality service on all jewelry 
repairs or have your jewelry redesigned. 

Jewelry checked and cleaned 
FREE OF CHARGE. 

* . All repairs done 

& 


in premises. 

Hartley F. Satnick 

r Certified Master Watchmaker 


JR 


Serving the community for over 43 years 
196 Joralemon St. (off court st) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fox (71 8) 852-9697 • RWBm 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 


r 

Tues.- Sat. 11-7 PM 

Our store is located in a 
Landmarked building, 
so Step Back In Time. 

Greeting Cards • Jewelry 
China • Accessories 
Dolls • Toiletries 
Journals • Jewelry Boxes 
And More 




A Vintage Gift Shop 

Angela Fernan, Prop. 
274 Court Street 

(bet. Kane & DeGraw) 

(718)522-1800 







Buy One, 
GET ONE FREE! 
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PIZZA HQU5E 

We're 
Open on 

Superbowl 

SUNDAY! 

'FAMILY $>To 95 1 

Jmeal !?•« J 

|2 Large Pies [ 


HOT 

HEROES 

Meatball 

Meatball Parmigiana 3 

Sausage 3 

Sausage & Peppers 3 

Sausage Parmigiana 3 

Eggplant Parmigiana 3 

Chicken Cutlet Parmigiana 
Cutlet Parmigiana . . 

Cutlet Peppers .... 

Philly Cheese Steak 5 


10” Medium 14” Large 

Cheese 2 for 7.65 2 for 10.25 

1 Topping 2 for 8.95 2 for 11.95 

2 Toppings 2 for 9.95 2 for 12.95 

3 Toppings 2 for 10.95 2 for 13.95 

4 Toppings 2 for 11.95 2 for 14.95 

Each Additional Item 1.75 2.25 

Double Cheese (Extra) 1.75 2.25 

TOPPINGS 

❖ BEEF ❖ FRESH MUSHROOMS 

❖ BLACK OLIVES ❖ PINEAPPLE 

❖ ONIONS ❖ BACON 

❖ FRESH TOMATOES ♦ SAUSAGE 

❖ HAM ❖ BROCCOLI 

❖ SPINACH ❖ GREEN PEPPERS 

❖ PEPPER0NI ❖ JALAPEN0 PEPPERS 

❖ GREEN OLIVES ❖ FRESH GARLIC 

❖ TWINS SPECIAL ❖ 

2 for 11.95 (MED) 2 for 14.95 (LGE) 

Beef, Pepperoni, Sausage, Onions, Mushrooms, Green Peppers 
(NO SUBSTITUTIONS) 

❖ SUPER SUPREME ❖ 

2 for 12.95 (MED) 2 for 16.50 (LGE) 

Beef, Pepperoni, Sausage, Ham, Onions, Mushrooms 
Green Peppers, Black & Green Olives 
(NO SUBSTITUTIONS) 

❖ VEGETARIAN SPECIAL ❖ 

2 for 11.95 (MED) 2 for 14.95 (LGE) 

Onions, Mushrooms, Green Peppers, Black & Green Olives, Broccoli 
(NO SUBSTITUTIONS) 

FREE DELIVERY 

625-5550 

75 Nevins St. (at Atlantic Ave.) 
Closed Sundays 


BECAUSE WE CARE ABOUT YOUR HEART 


FREE Heart Month Activities by Maimonides Medical Center 

February 2004 


WeHealNewYork.org 



ADVERTISER FOCUS 


Second pie always free 
at Twins Pizza House 



Tony and Angie Vomvolakis, owners of Twins Pizza. 


Twins is the place to call on Superbowl 
Sunday, for all the pizzas, heroes and sodas 
you need to get the gang through the game. 
Start with the Family Special: two large pies 
with one topping each, bread sticks, Buffalo 
\\ ings and a liter of soda for $ 19.95 ( + taxi. 

Delivery in Brownstone Brooklyn is 
quick and free. Move over, Dominos! 

Tony and Angie Vomvolakis hit on a 
great new twist in pizza: two pies for the 
price of one. Always and every time. They 
oversee every pie and ensure top quality, un- 
like many pizza delivery outlets. 

With that idea as the cornerstone of their 
pizza shop, Twins has created a loyal follow- 
ing throughout Brownstone Brooklyn in the 
12 years they’ve been open at 75 Nevins St., 
just off Atlantic Avenue. 

The rectangular Twins Pizza boxes enclose 
your two, piping hot and fresh pizzas with 
your selection of toppings. Pies come in two 
sizes: medium (10” diameter) starting at two 
for $7.65, and large (14” diameter) starting at 
two for $10.25. 

In addition to the “usual” pizza toppings. 


choose from ham, spinach, broccoli, bacon, 
pineapple, fresh garlic and jalapeno peppers. 

As for heroes, try the hearty Philly Cheese 
Steak ($5.30), Sausage and Peppers ($3.95), 
Meatball Parmigiana ($3.75). Eggplant Parmi- 
giana ($3.95), and Veal or Chicken Cutlet 
(both $4.25). 

Vegetarians have their own special: two 
pies with onions, mushrooms, green peppers, 
black & green olives, and broccoli. Medium 
sized is two for $11.95, large is two for $14.95. 

For the super hungry, Twins offers the Su- 
per Supreme: two pies smothered in beef, pep- 
peroni, sausage, ham, onion, mushrooms, pep- 
pers and olives. Medium sized is two for 
$12.95, large is two for $16.50. 

Having a party? Just call and let Twins 
know the number of guests you are expecting, 
and they’ll figure out how many pies you 
need, and what size. 

Twins Pizza House is located at 75 Nevins 
St., between Atlantic Avenue and State Street. 
Cash only. Free delivery. Closed Sundays (ex- 
cept for Feb. 1). Call (718) 625-5550. 



MONDAYS 

2nd (8-10am) - Screening 

Cholesterol/Glucose 
Gellman lobby - Blkur Cholim Rm. 

2nd (lOam-Noon) - Screening 

Blood Pressure 

Advance Directives Information 
Gellman lobby 

9th (llam-lpm) - Screening 

Body Fat Analysis 
Advance Directives Information 
Boro Park “Y" 

49121 4th Ave., Bklyn. 

23rd (12:30pm) - Lecture 

“Heart Disease & Treatment” 
Speaker: Mark Genovese, MD 
St. Patrick’s School Auditorium 
97th St & 4th Ave., Bklyn. 

TUESDAY 


11th (11am) - Lecture 

“Food Interaction with Medications" 
Speaker: Nina Dahan 
Cardiac Rehab. & Exercise Ftagam, 
4821 Ft. Hamilton Pkwy., Bklyn. 


11th (Noon) -Lecture 

“Atrial Fibrillation & Minimally 
Invasive Surgery” 

Speaker: Israel Jai 
a Catherine's Church 
1053 41 st a, Bklyn. 


MD 


11th (1pm) - Lecture 

“Food Labels - Low-Fat, 
Heart-Healthy Choices” 
Speaker: Raizy Weinreb, RD 
Boro Park “Y” 

4912 14th Ave., Bklyn. 


18th (10am-2pm) - Screening 

Blood Pressure/Gluoose 
Atlantic Shopping Mall 
625 Atlantic Ave., Bklyn. 

(btw. Atlantic & Flatbush Aves.) 


10th (lOam-Noon) - Screening 

Blood Pressure/Glucose 
Gellman lobby 

10th (11am) - Lecture 

“Heart Wisdom - Medication & Diet’ 
Speaker: Sondra Goodan, NP 
AMIC0 Senior Center 
5901 13th Ave., Bklyn. 

WEDNESDAYS 

4th (1-2pm) - Lecture 

“Brain Attack" 

Speaker: Roberta Maida, RN,MS, CORN 

Boro Park V 

4912 14th Ave., Bklyn. 


18th (2pm) - Lecture 

“Stress Reduction: Meditation & 
Relaxation Techniques" 

Speaker: Linda Budzilowicz, RN 
Admin. Bldg, 2nd Floor Rm. 2C 


25th (9-1 0am) Student Lectures 

“Smoking Cessation” 

Speaker: Maria Jemielita, Director 
Respiratory Therapy 
“Fast Foods & Your Heart" 

Speaker: Raizy Weinreb, RD 
Pershing IS 220 
Ninth Ave., Bklyn. 

(btw. 48th & 49th Sts.) 

25th (9:30-1 1:30am) - Screening 


11th (10am) - Lecture 

"Secondary Risk Factors 
for Heart Disease” 


United Senior Citizen of Sunset Park 
475 53rd St., Bklyn. 


Speaker: Robert Meditz, MD 
Cardiac Rehab. & Exercise Progam 
4821 Ft. Hamilton Pkwy., Bklyn. 

11th (10:30am) -Lecture 

“Exercise &Your Heart” 

Speaker: Alona Santecco, Senior PT 
Cardiac Rehab. & Exercise Progam 
4821 Ft. Hamilton Pkwy., Bklyn. 


25th (1pm) - Lecture 

“Congestive Heart Failure” 
Speakers: Norbert Moskovils, MD, 
Adrienne DeRosa, NP 
Boro Park “Y" 

4912 14th Ave., Bklyn. 

25th (6-8pm) - Screening 

Blood Pressure 
Gellman lobby 


THURSDAYS 

5th (3-5pm) - Screening 

Blood Pressure/Glucose 
Advance Directives Information 
Gellman lobby 

12th (2pm) - Lecture 

"Stress Reduction: Meditation & 
Relaxation Techniques" 

Speaker: Unda Budzilowicz, RN 

Kings Bay Library 

3650 Nostrand Ave., Bklyn. 

(btw. Aves. W&X) 

19th (11am) - Lecture 

Topic: “Hypertension" 

Speaker: Fola Akande, CNS, NP 
Jay Senior Center 
2600 Ocean Ave., Bklyn. 

(btw. Aves. U&V) 

19th (11am) - Info. Session 

“Medication” 

Speaker: Bill Goldman, PharmD 
Gellman 2 - Patient Lounge 

19th (11:30am) - Info. Session 

Speaker: Lori Levine 
Gellman 2 - Patient Lounge 

26th (1:15pm) - Lecture 

“Arteriosclerosis & Coronary 
Heart Disease" 

Speaker: Rubin Berlinerblau, MD 
Sephardic Senior Center 
485 Kings Highway, Bklyn. 

(btw. E. 2nd a & McDonald Ave.) 

26th (2pm) - Lecture 

“Heart Disease & Stroke" 

Speaker: Roberta Maida, RN, MS.CCRN 
Boro Park Library 
1265 43rd St., Bklyn. 

(btw. 12th & 13th Aves.) 


FRIDAYS 



Gellman lobby 

6th (1-2pm) - Lecture 

“Mature Women's Health Issues" 
Speaker: Marcia Nelson DO 
“Women & Heart Disease” 

Speaker Roberta Maida, RN,MS, CCRN 
YWCA 

Atlantic & 3rd Aves., Bklyn. 

13th (10am) - Lecture 

“Risk Factors & Coronary 

Speaker: Louis Thelusmond, MD 
Cardiac Rehab. & Exercise Progam 
4821 Ft. Hamilton Pkwy., Bklyn. 

13th (10:30am) - Lecture 

“Exercise &Your Heart” 

Speaker: Alona Santecco, Senior PT 
Cardiac Rehab. & Exercise Progam 
4821 Ft. Hamilton Pkwy., Bklyn. 

13th (11am) - Lecture 

“Syndrome X: The New Heart 
Disease Risk" 

Speaker: Raizy Weinreb, RD 
Cardiac Rehab. & Exercise Progam 
4821 Ft. Hamilton Pkwy., Bklyn. 

20th (Noon-2pm) - Screening 

Blood Pressure/Glucose 
Gellman lobby 

27th (lOam-Noon) - Info. Session 

“CPR & Exercise” 

Gellman lobby 

SUNDAY 

22nd (11:30am) - Lecture 

“Modem Concepts in Heart Disease” 
Speaker: Paolo DeStefano, MD 
Castellammare Del Golfo 
8746 25th Ave., Bklyn. 

(btw. Bath & Benson Aves.) 


All activities are at 
Maimonides Medical Center, 
4802 Tenth Avenue, Brooklyn, 
unless otherwise indicated. 


PREVENTION ■ DIAGNOSIS ■ TREATMENT ■ REHABILITATION ■ RESEARCH 


Maimonides 

MEDICAL CENTER 

One of the top 100 heart hospitals in America 

- Modern Healthcanagazine 


THE CARDIAC INSTITUTE 

To learn more about 
The Cardiac Institute, go to: 

www.maimonidesmed.org 
Orcaihl 800 682-5558 
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r _*^f SERVING ALL FAITHS ^ I 

COMPLETE ONE DAY J| 
If FUNERAL SERVICES 5} 

From 

$ 1,999 


Services 

Provided 

• Removal from Place of 
Death (Local) 

• Preparation of Remains 

• Dressing, Casketing, 
Cosmetology 

• Arrangement 
& Supervision 

• Securing All 


JUREK- 

Park Slope 

FUNERAL HOME, INC. 


Nec< 


sary Fe 


• Chapel - One Day 
($300.00 per day) 

• Hearse to Cemetery (Local) 

• Casket - Gray Cloth/White 
Interior (upgrades avail.) 


728 4th Avenue 

(cor. 23rd St.) 
Brooklyn, NY 11232 

(718) 768-4192 


* * * * ALTERNATIVE SERVICES * * 

DIRECT CREMATION: $695.00 + Crematt 
DIRECT BURIAL: $995.00 + CEMETERY 
THE FOLLOWING: 


SERVING ALL FAITHS 


2 psz 


Car burglar strikes sour note 


78 Pet. Blotter 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A motorist was forced to 
face the music this week, 
and it didn’t sound so 
sweet. 

A man with a car packed 
full of musical instalments 
stopped to pick up a few 
drums and accessories at his 
apartment on Sterling Place 
near Butler Street at 5:30 pm 
on Jan. 22. 

He left the car unattended 
for just a few minutes, but it 
was long enough for a nimble 
thief to swoop in and nab a set 
of tom-toms worth $500, cym- 
bals valued at $1,200, drum- 
sticks worth $200 and a drum 
case, police said. 

Quick change 

A woman shopping at a 
grocery store on Seventh Av- 
enue at Carroll Street noticed 


her wallet was missing and 
returned home to report it 
stolen just after noon on Jan. 
24. 

As soon as the 31 -year-old 
returned to her Carroll Street 
home, she received a phone 
call from the credit card com- 
pany informing her that 
somebody had just charged 
$250 at the supermarket and 
another $299 at a nearby 
liquor store on Park Place, 
police said. 

In addition to the credit 
card, the victim reported $160 
and a yoga studio card stolen, 
police said. 

Diamond dog 

Diamonds may be forever, 
but not when they get tossed 
down the garbage shoot. 

A 40-year-old man was ar- 
rested on Jan. 24 after alleged- 
ly slapping around a woman 
and removing a platinum, 2.5- 


karat diamond ring off her fin- 
ger. 

Instead of pocketing the 
$2,500 ring, the hapless thief 
tossed the pricey jewel down 
the incinerator. The incident 
occurred at Third Avenue and 
St. Marks Place just after 2 

Dirty duo 

A Fifth Avenue Laundromat 
near Bergen Street almost got 
cleaned out on Tuesday when 
a pair of gun-wielding repro- 
bates pushed their way in at 
closing time. 

Just before 11 pm, on Jan. 
20, one of the suspects 
knocked on the locked door 
and pleaded with an employee 
to let him drop off his laundry. 


But when the employee 
obliged, another man appeared 
out of nowhere and pushed his 
way in as well, locking the 
door behind him. 

The quick-thinking employ- 
ee informed the uninvited 
guests that they were being 
captured on security videotape 
and the boss was in the back 
watching. 

“Shut up,” one of the sus- 
pects said in Spanish before 
unlocking the door and quick- 
ly fleeing — empty-handed — 
down Fifth Avenue. 

Gabby grabbers 

A woman shopping at a su- 
permarket on Seventh Avenue 
told police she was followed 
around by a roving band of 


gabbing women who grabbed 
her wallet somewhere between 
the produce and deli depart- 
ments at 1 pm on Jan. 21. She 
told police they were speaking 
Russian. 

The victim, 76, noticed the 
wallet was missing as she 
neared the deli counter and 
was about to place her order. 

More than $140 was taken, 
police said. 

Car-napper 

A 26-year-old woman may 
have been dreaming up cre- 
ative ways to tell her mother 
that she would not be getting 
her car back. 

The motorist parked her 
mother’s car on Fifth Street 
and Eighth Avenue at 11:30 
pm on Jan 18. 

But when she returned just 
five hours later, the 2003 Toy- 
ota Corolla was gone, police 


Benz job 

When the owner of a 1990 
Mercedes-Benz parked his car 
at Eighth Street and Second 
Avenue, at 5 pm, on Jan. 26, 
he returned to find a few 
things missing. 

In three hours, both the rims 
and tires had been swiped 
along with a DVD player, CD 
player and $40 headrest, po- 
lice said. 

7th Ave. mug 

An elderly man making his 
way down Seventh Avenue 
was mugged in broad daylight 
by a pair of thugs as he ap- 
proached Ninth Street at 3:20 
pm on Jan. 23. 

The duo reached into the 
man’s right front pocket, 
grabbed his wallet, and then 
ran off, police said. 

In addition to the wallet, the 
victim lost $46 and food 
stamps in the heist. 


Grand Opening 

^ LUCY'S 
CAR WAS 


INQUIRE ABOUT OUR 
FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES 

• Open 7am-llpm 

• 48 hr clean car guaranteed 

• Featuring Siminoz w/teflon, 
30 day guarantee 


Undercarriage 
Biast 



Express Car Wash, Wet Wax, Tri-Polish, 
Armor-All fires, Siminoz Double Bond w/teflon 

ONLY $ 5“ 


Cannot be combined with any other offers. 



pypppcc 

Car Wash & Wet Wax 

ONLY $ 1 85 




7th Avenue 
& 19th St. 

^(718) 768-WASH 



EXPRESS 

Car Wash, Wet Wax, 
Tri-Polish, Armor-All Tires 

ONLY $ 3 68 
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Snow kidding 

January 2004 made the top 10 snowiest months in city his- 
tory, but 1 -year-old Devin Reiman doesn't seem to mind, 
playing in Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO on Wednesday. 


Artist hurt 
in explosion 

Associated Press 

Authorities called to the home of a Boerum Hill artist injured 
in a backyard explosion Saturday discovered a cache of weapons 
and ammunition along with material related to the World Trade 
Center and other sensitive locations, police said. 

The recovery of the weapons and the other materials, including fold- 
ers with information about the Brooklyn Bridge and the Croton Reser- 
voir, brought members of the Joint Terrorism Task Force to the home of 
Christopher Hackett, authorities said. 

FBI spokesman Joe Valiquette said the task force was investigating 
at Hackett’s loft at 217 Butler St., but had nothing immediately to re- 
port 

Hackett 3 1 , dialed 911atll:18am after suffering serious bums and 
head injuries in an explosion as he worked on an art project behind his 
home, authorities said He was in stable condition at Lutheran Hospital. 

Hackett said he was working with a propane tank and a homemade 
device designed to shoot confetti out of a pipe when the explosion oc- 
curred Fire Department spokesman Sean Johnson said 

Firefighters found Hackett on the third floor of his home with facial 
bums and injuries to his head, mouth and eye, Johnson said Fire mar- 
shals called to the scene began searching Hackett’s home, turning up 
various types of ammunition. 

On the first floor, a pound of black powder was recovered; the sec- 
ond floor held seven one-pound cans of black powder, Johnson said On 
the third floor, fire marshals found two high-powered rifles, a 9-mm 
handgun, a shotgun, a machine gun, a case of shotgun shells and 400 
rounds of ammunition, Johnson said 


Brooklyn Doe House 

^ riavrarp fl hnardin? 

/U 


fll 


daycare S boarding 

718 222-4900 

7am-l0pm weekdays, 9am-l0pm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watcn your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


PERFECT LEGS 



Exclusively for treatment of varicose 
veins of all sizes and spider veins. 


Before 


Exclusive Patent pending procedure 

All work done in the office gQ YEARS\ 

No need for major anesthesia [ experience) 


Brooklyn Vein-Laser Center 


263 7th Avenue (718) 499-7755 

Suite 5E http://www.cureveins.com 


ANewVear.„_ 
rjV. a new you? 





St. Luke’s Roosevelt Hospital 
Look Ahead Study 
(212) 523-8037 
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Gertrude from the block 


Gen. Clark's wife visits her Park Slope roots 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

As Gertrude Clark made 
her way through icy Park 
Slope streets last Friday 
afternoon, she wished she 
had brought along her 
“New Hampshire boots.” 

That’s because as the tem- 
peratures dipped below freez- 
ing, the wife of presidential 
hopeful Gen. Wesley Clark 
took a break from the busy 
campaign trail to return to her 
native neighborhood for the 
first time in 30 years. 

Accompanied by Rep. An- 
thony Weiner, who was also 
raised in Park Slope, and a 
small press entourage, the pah- 
made their way through the 
neighborhood, stopping in at 
Smiling Pizza on Seventh Av- 
enue and Ninth Street and 
making a pit stop at Sport 
Prospect where Clark picked 
up a pint-sized “Brooklyn” T- 
shirt for her month-old grand- 

“That’s where nana lived,” 
exclaimed Clark as she neared 
the building on 12th Street 
that was her grandmother’s 

Moments later, Clark paused 
when she reached her own 
childhood building, where she 
said she smoked her first and 
last cigarette, and where she 
lived when she was later 



courted by the young West 
Point cadet from Little Rock, 
Ark. 

Stepping inside, Clark not- 
ed how the mailboxes had 
moved and the radiator where 
she and her five siblings 
would dry their mittens in the 
lobby was now gone. The su- 
per of the building and his 
wife, both from Kosovo, 
thanked Clark for the work 
her husband did as supreme 
commander of NATO. 

“Do you want to meet the 
next first lady of the United 
States?” Weiner, a fellow De- 
mocrat, asked young passers- 
by who stared blankly at 
mention of the four-star gen- 
eral and his wife. 

But that did little to faze 
Clark who was busy greeting 
Park Slopers and taking a trip 
down memory lane, remi- 
niscing about 25-cent mati- 
nees at the old Sanders The- 
ater and cherry Cokes at 
Lewnies. 

Of course, a lot has 
§ changed since then. 

3 The Sanders Theater is 

I now the Pavilion eight-plex 
s and Lewnies has long since 
| closed its doors, 
f, The once working-class 

§ Irish Catholic community 
” now boasts multimillion-dol- 
- lar brownstones, a host of 
Gertrude Clark, with Rep. Anthony Weiner, picks out a gift for yoga studios and enough Ma- 
her grandson at Sport Prospect on Seventh Avenue Friday. claren strollers to equip a 


small army. 

Before boarding a plane 
back to New Hampshire to 
campaign alongside her hus- 
band — the general wound 
up in a disappointing dead- 
heat for third place Tuesday 
with North Carolina Sen. 
John Edwards, behind former 
Vermont Gov. Howard Dean 
and the primary winner. Sen. 
John Kerry of Massachusetts 
— Clark stopped at the 
Eighth Street home of 
Michael Waldman, a former 
speechwriter for President 
Bill Clinton, and his wife, Liz 
Fine, an attorney, for a recep- 
tion in her honor. 

Keeping in the spirit of 
Brooklyn’s diversity, guests 
noshed on humus from Saha- 
di’s on Atlantic Avenue, as 
well as Jamaican beef patties, 
and plates of rugelah. 

After warming up from the 
brisk walk, Clark stepped 
away from the festivities to 
talk about the Brooklyn of her 
youth, life as a military wife, 
and what the future may hold. 

A graduate of St. Michael’s 
Academy, a Manhattan high 
school for girls, and the 
Drake Secretarial and Busi- 
ness School, Clark left 
Brooklyn more than 35 years 
ago when she married Wesley 
Clark following a two-year 
courtship. 

The two had met a dance 


in Manhattan while Gertrude 
Clark was working as a sec- 
retary at the L.F. Rothschild 
Brokerage House. 

Back then the option for 
women was to become a sec- 
retary, nurse or teacher, said 
Clark, noting the vastly dif- 
ferent socioeconomic land- 
scape for women today. 

How does she perceive the 
role of the first lady? 

“A husband and wife need 
to be a team,” said Clark, 
adding, “But I wouldn’t be 
involved in policy or any- 
thing like that.” 

Over the past 34 years, 
Clark has moved 31 times 
with her military husband. A 
move to the White House 
could be among the couple’s 
longest posts. 

Such a move would also 
make Clark the only presi- 
dential first lady to hail from 
the Borough of Kings. 

The closest Brooklyn has 
come to having a native first 
lady was British Prime Min- 
ister Winston Churchill’s 
mother, Jennie Jerome, who 
grew up on Henry Street in 
Cobble Hill, according to 
Brooklyn historian John 
Manbeck. In 1884, he noted, 
a pre-presidency Theodore 
Roosevelt, then an assembly- 
man, buried both his wife, Al- 
ice, and mother, Martha, in 
Green- Wood Cemetery. 


WHflFS IT GOING TO BE IN 2004 P 


YOU DECIDE. 




Brooklyn’s Premiers Health k Fitness Center 


•Yoga * Pilates 


* Kick-Boxing * Cardiovascular & Rerobics 
• Parking • Free Child Care • Free Uieights & Strength Training 
* Free Jlutritional Counseling * Free Personal Training 


Join In January . . . 

* Ro Registration Fee • Ro Commitment • Ro Excuses!!! 


HARBOR FITNESS BAY RIDGE HARBOR FITNESS PARK SLOPE 

921 5-4th avenue, Brooklyn NY 11209 1 91 -1 5th street, Brooklyn NY 1 1 21 5 

718 238-9400 718 965-6200 
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Worried 
for toddler 


Dear John: 

When my fiance and I get 
into an argument, he tells me 
that I’d better stop because 
someone is going to get hit. He 
also raises his voice, curses and 
speaks very arrogantly. I don’t 
answer him because whenever I 
tell him he is being disrespect- 
ful, he tells me that I am mak- 
ing him raise his voice and 
make those threats. We have 
been together for a little less 
than one year, and I really love 
him. I have a toddler, however, 
and I don’t want to put him or 
myself into any physically or 
orally abusive relationship. 
Should I break it off? 

— Worried 

Dear Worried: 

Relationships, like society as 
a whole, are able to function 
because we hold to certain stan- 
dards of acceptable behavior. 
Abusive conduct is outside the 
bounds of acceptable behavior. 
Put your wedding plans on hold 
until your fiance agrees to take 
at least two steps: attend rela- 
tionship counseling with you, 
and participate in an anger 
management program. 

If he refuses, then he is not 
the right guy for you, and he is 
certainly no role model for the 
man you want your son to be- 

The important thing for you 
to recognize is that the current 
situation is unacceptable. Inde- 
cision on your part at this time 
is the wrong decision. 


Dear John: 

I am going out with a new 
man who is a real gentleman. 
He happily pays the bill when- 
ever we go out. Sometimes, I 
feel guilty because I’d like to 
share the expense. Is it a good 
idea to bring the topic up? I feel 
it may ruin the attraction at this 
early stage but am not sure if he 
may think I am stingy or 
greedy. I’d appreciate any ad- 
vice from you. — Ladylike 
Dear Ladylike: 

To most men, paying for the 
meal, opening a car door and oth- 
er ways of being especially atten- 
tive to your needs are part of the 
dating ritual. It’s wonderful to ex- 
press your appreciation, but un- 
derstand that he wants to show 
you that he can provide for you 
by doing all these things. You 
might say it’s a man’s way of 
nurturing. Rather than offering to 
pay for the meal or the movie 
tickets, offer to make him a din- 
ner at home, or surprise him with 
a little gift. Thanking him in this 
way lets him know that he’s do- 
ing all the right things in order to 
win your heart. 

Dear John: 

I find myself constantly 
“keeping tabs” on my 
boyfriend, “Larry.” I do this be- 
cause my father cheated on my 
mother, as did my oldest broth- 
er on his wife. I always ask Lar- 
ry what he’s doing and who 
he’s doing it with. Deep down 
in my heart, I know that he has 
never lied to me and isn’t going 



By John Gray 

to do the same thing to me be- 
cause he believes that cheating 
is not the answer to problems 
and that if a couple can’t talk 
through the issues they are hav- 
ing, they need to go their sepa- 
rate ways, not cheat on each 
other. How can I stop what I’m 
doing before I ruin things be- 
tween us? — Tom About Trust 
Dear Torn: 

You have a wonderful, wise 
man at your side. I’m glad you 
realize that your irrational fears 
will eventually chase him away. 

It’s sounds as if you've dis- 
cussed your fears with him and 
that he has helped you under- 
stand the difference between 
him and the other men in your 
life. Another very important 
reason you should hear him: 
Your boyfriend has given you 
no reason to doubt him. 

The first step you must take 
is to treat him with the same ap- 
preciation and respect that he 
gives you. 

If these feelings are more than 
you can resolve on your own, 
seek out a therapist who can help 
you face these issues and move 
beyond them. 


Why kids are 
so sensitive 




Q: Everything my 5-year- 
old son wears has to be soft cot- 
ton and have the tags out or he 
won’t wear it. Shoes and socks 
have to be loose, and he always 
seems to be fidgeting because 
of something about his clothes. 
Is he just picky? — a mother 

A: One 2-year-old’s solution 
to irksome clothes: She stripped, 
no matter where she was. 

Her mom made cotton re- 
versible jumpers so no exposed 
seams touched her daughter’s 
skin. She “removed every shred 
of label from any piece of cloth- 
ing,” covered seams with satin 
sewing tape, and lightly stroked 
her child’s feet, legs and back 
each day. 

The effort made life bearable. 
But even so, the girl grew up 
with the labels “hyperactive” and 
“The Princess and the Pea,” as 
sensitive as the princess kept 
awake by a pea under a stack of 



Another mother recalls one of 
her daughters was like a “giant 
touch receptor.” Even as a baby, 
touch was not soothing. 

For a highly sensitive child, not 


By Betsy Flagler 


just getting dressed, but eating, 
bathing, and brushing teeth and 
hair turn into daily batdes until 
coping strategies are discovered. 

If you have a finicky child, are 
you understanding and helpful or 
overwhelmed and irritated? How 
you react makes a huge differ- 
ence in whether your child 
thrives, says Eileen Costello, 
MD, co-author with Pern Klaus, 
MD, of “Quirky Kids: Under- 
standing and Helping Your Child 


T*JepaRpsl®P& 
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A fully licensed and certified preschool 


□ 2-4 year old programs 
Bj Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 
r -y Exclusive outdoor facilities 
|C Indoor Gym facilities 


-‘Q2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 
□ Spacious Classrooms 
Enriched Curriculum 
^JCaring, loving environment 


763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) • (718) 230-5255 



Who Doesn’t Fit In” (Ballantine 
Books, 2003). 

“If you start from a compas- 
sionate, child-centered point of 
view, you won’t conclude that the 
child is deliberately misbehaving 
to get your goal,” says Costello, a 
pediatrician and mother of three. 
“The children are wired this way 
in their brains.” 

Puzzled but compassionate 
parents act as sleuths and piece 
together combinations of quirks. 
For example, a child who wants 
to wear the same thing each day, 
won’t go to movie theaters and 
eats only soft, white food — 
what’s going on? 

Through trial and error, one 
mother knows what works for 
her 9-year-old son and she’s try- 
ing to educate others about her 
son’s diagnosis: sensory integra- 
tion dysfunction. She accepts that 
the texture of new food makes 
him gag, clothes have to feel just 
right and he needs wrap-around 
sunglasses because he’s sensitive 
to light. The guide she wrote 
about the syndrome has become 


a popular book recommended by 
many parents and healthcare 
providers: Carol Stock Kra- 
nowitz’s “The Out-of-Sync 
Child” (Perigee, 1998). 

Sensory integration dysfunc- 
tion is the brain’s inability to cor- 
rectly process information 
brought in by all the senses. 

The nervous system can over- 
react or under-react, for example, 
to hot and cold and repetitive 
noises, and bring out behavior 
such as hostility, withdrawal and 


At times, helping your child 
grow up will involve coping with 
a formal diagnosis such as senso- 
ry integration dysfunction. That is 
not a major mental illness but re- 
quires intervention, the authors of 
“Quirky Kids” say. The best ap- 
proach to take, and when to wor- 
ry versus when not to, depends 
on the child. 

Occupational therapists famil- 
iar with sensory integration are 
helpful at figuring out what stim- 
ulations are comforting, what to 
avoid and how to avoid them, 


Costello says. 

"Occupational therapists are 
the guardian angels of kids with 
sensory problems,” she says. 
“The right person actually gets if 
and has an eye for solutions.” 

Can you help? 

“My son and his wife recently 
separated. I have been with their 
kids, ages 8 and 5, nearly every 
day since they were bom. Now 
the mother has decided that she 
hates me and is afraid of me. She 
is exercising her right to keep me 
away from the children since 
South Carolina has no grandpar- 
ent rights. She is refusing any 
contact with me at all and the 
children miss me as much as I 
miss them. Any suggestions? I do 
get to see them when my son has 
them. Their mother is doing 
everything she can to stop my 
visitation completely but she has 
no basis.” — a grandmother 

If you have tips or a ques- 
tion, call our toll-free hotline at 
(800) 827-1092 or e-mail us at 
p2ptips@att.net. 


Our Camp 

• Variety of programs for 
campers age 4 V 2 to 14 

• Safe, fun, stimulating 
environment 

• Very flexible registration; 
accommodating 10 week 
season 

• Free morning transportation 
from most Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhoods 

• Established 1992 


Open House for 
Summer Camp 

Sunday, January 25, 2004 
Noon-2pm 

339 8 St. just below 6 Ave. 


718 788-PSDC (7732) 
www.parkslopedaycamp.con 


Nature OrIente^ PhysicAlly Achve 

Day Camp Experienced Adult Staff • Flexible Scheduling 


DAiLy Trips to: 


Lakes, pools and beaches for swimming, 
hikes, special playgrounds, Sesame Place, 
Chinatown, the Brooklyn Cyclones, amuse- 
ment parks, museums and more! 

m w EarIy ditop-oFF ancI Late pick up AVAiUblE 

Jk* J Ages 5-'h to 1 1 -V 2 years 

Ca11 Dan Mo ' nester 

Park s| ope . 7 - 1 8-768-6419 




The New York 
City Department 
of Education wants 
all students to get 
a good education. 

If you are 
under the 
age of 21, 

and do not have a high school 
diploma, you may have the right to be in 
school, even if you dropped out or feel 
you were urged to leave school. 

If you would like help reconnecting with 
school, the NYC Department of 
Education invites you to take advantage 
of a program it is running at least 
through February 6 , 2004. 

For further information, please see 
"Notice to Parents and Former 
Students" on the NYC Department 
of Education’s website at 
www.nycboe.net/Parents/ or call 311. 



NEW YORK CITY 
DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION 

CHILDREN FIRST 

A NEW AGENDA FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

JOEL I. KLEIN, CHANCELLOR 

Chancellor Joel I. Klein and your local 
Regional Superintendent invite you to a 

arent and Community Engagement Meeting 

At the meeting, Chancellor Klein will provide an update 
on the Children First Reform Agenda. 


Thursday, January 29, 2004 

Regions 9 & 10 

(Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7) 

6:30 p.m. 

Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School 
1 00 Amsterdam Avenue 
Manhattan 

Tuesday, February 10, 2004 

Regions 1 & 2 

(Districts 8, 9, 10, 11, 12) 

6:30 p.m. 

Herbert Lehman High School 
3000 East Tremont Avenue 
Bronx 

Thursday, February 12, 2004 

Regions 7 & 8 

(Districts 13, 14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 31) 
6:30 p.m. 

Brooklyn Technical High School 
DeKalb Avenue and South Elliot Place 
(entrance on South Elliot Place) 
Brooklyn 


Wednesday, February 25, 2004 

Regions 3 & 4 

(Districts 24, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30, 32) 
6:30 p.m 

Thomas Edison High School 
165-65 84th Avenue 
Queens 

Tuesday, March 2, 2004 

Regions 5 & 6 

(Districts 17, 18, 19, 22, 23, 27) 
6:30 p.m. 

James Madison High School 
3787 Bedford Avenue 
Brooklyn 

Wednesday, March 10, 2004 

Region 7 

(Districts 20, 21, 31) 

6:30 p.m. 

Susan E. Wagner High School 
1200 Manor Road 
(comer of Brielle Avenue) 
Staten Island 


District 75 and Alternative Schools parents 
and community members are welcome to attend 
the meeting location nearest them. 

For more information, contact the Office of 
Parent and Community Engagement at 
(212) 374-2323 
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Target calls cartoon 
better than threats 


Shabbat Services 

1st and 3rd Friday evenings, 6:30 pm 
Other Friday evenings, 8:15 pm 
Saturday mornings, 10:30 am 

$ $ $ $ $ 

Tu Bi’Shevat Seder 

Child-friendly service followed by 
a potluck dinner and sing-along. 

Friday, Feb. 6 

Service at 6:15 pm; Dinner at 7:15 pm 

$ $ $ $ $ 

Family Service 
& Potluck Dinner 

Bring a dish for 8 and celebrate 
Shabbat with family and friends. 

Friday, Feb. 20 

Service at 6:30 pm; Dinner at 7:30 pm 


Shabbat Morning Study 

The Structure and Meaning of Jewish Prayer 

Feb. 7, 14, 21 & 28 
9:00 am - 10:30 am 

Simcha Shabbat 
& Gala Oneg 

Celebrate your birthday, new job, and other joys! 
Held on the second Friday of every month. 

Friday, Feb. 13 at 8:15 pm 


To the editor: 

Your recent article on the 
animated cartoon posted by 
Danny Contreras on the “Our 
Carroll Gardens” Web site 
concerning the controversy 
over the Rose House domestic 


violence shelter [“Web car- 
toon bashes shelter,” Jan. 24] 
quotes me out of context to 
portray me as upset with how 
I was portrayed. However, us- 
ing my entire quote would 
have conveyed quite a differ- 


LETTERS 


f ( 

Iem)l 


FIGHT COLDS & FLU 
THIS SEASON 

|EM) URGE 

Health and Wellness 


Strengthen your immune system 
with tonics, teas & treatments 
Visit our apothcary for remedies and 
Dr. Hauschka's skin care products. 


STACEY BROSNAN, C.N.M., N.P., M.S. 

79 Atlantic Avenue • Bklyn Hts (bet. Henry & Hicks Sts.) / 

www.femsurge.com • (718) 797-8797 * 
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TED ROTHSTEIN, DDS PhD 

Adults and Children 

Named Invisalign “Top 500 Docs” 
Specialist in Lingual (behind the teeth) 

• 852-1551 • • www.drted.com • 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS SINCE 1976 


RELIGIOUS SERVICES 


ent impression. Here is what I 
actually said: 

“I am portrayed as an inar- 
ticulate Homer Simpson-type 
dolt, complete with a huge 
beer belly (my actual beer bel- 
ly is only moderately large). I 
think it would have been fun- 
nier if he made me a Professor 
Frink type character, but Dan- 
ny’s sense of humor is not 
very acute. 

However, he has a great 
imagination. In his cartoon, no 
one publicizes the address, 
and the opponents get favor- 
able media coverage.” 

This is hardly the complaint 
of someone who is very angry 
(as any Simpson’s fan knows, 
being portrayed as Professor 
Frink would hardly be a com- 
pbment; although it would be 
more consistent with what 


In the past few weeks Dan- 
ny has changed his anti-Rose 
House tactics from publicizing 
the shelter’s location (some- 
thing his site no longer does) 
to attempts at satire. For that, 
the community owes him a 
vote of thanks. 

Moreover, portraying me as 
fat and stupid is certainly less 
personally annoying than his 
prior Web postings threaten- 
ing to reveal secrets about my 
personal life and calling me 
“sub-human.” Danny’s car- 
toon is in the time-honored 
tradition of American political 
discourse, and I say the more 
of it the better! Just don’t ex- 
pect to laugh. 

— Howard Graubard, 
Carroll Gardens 
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Supplies for 


7th Ave. 

L (bet. 11th & 12th Sts) 

369-4969 
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Gourmet 
Vegetarian Foods 
ALL ORGANIC: 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

• Bakery - homemade pastries 

• Juice Bar - fruit, vegetable, and 
wheat grass juices, shakes & smoothies 

• Salads & Sandwiches 

• Entrees & Desserts 
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BAM 


JOINE 


Down 


pick 
the 
host 

among final- 
ists that in- 
clude Moscow 
and Paris. 

The Brooklyn 
Nets arena would 
force the group to re-evalu- 
ate some of the city’s 20-oc 
posals for athletic venues 
New York be chosen to 1 
summer games. Kriegel 
spokesman for NYC2012 c 
however, that plans for a C 
land Sportsplex have not ch 

“There are a number of 
where circumstances n 
changing, but at the momer 
ing indoor volleyball at thi 
splex is] the plan. But any 
we make will have a ripp] 
that changes everything.” 


Residents, 


c 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 


As Brooklyn residents and elected and a 
ed officials digest the news that develope: 
Ratner wants to build a colossal, $2.5 bill: 
idential and commercial complex at 1 
Terminal that would house his newly a< 
New Jersey Nets, a far less publicized 
rezoning plan that would pack Dov 
Brooklyn with sweeping skyscrapers is 
full steam ahead. 

And facing the two largest development pr 
the borough’s history, some Brooklynites are 
that the two projects are not being considered 
The Downtown Plan, a major push by 
and state to retain back-office space in Ni 
City, and keep corporations from fleeing 
Jersey and abroad, would make way for 
6.7 million square feet of office space am 
1 million square feet of retail space as 
some residential development. 

But while that plan courses through tl 
ous city land use review process, the m 
ing Frank Gehry-designed Atlantic Yard: 
— Ratner’s colossal, $2.5 billion reside) 
commercial buildup centered around a 
seat arena to house the Nets — will lik 

“You can’t look at each of these pn 
an isolated manner, we need to look 
this as one development, they are intr 
connected,” said Councilwoman 
James, an outspoken opponent of tl 
complex whose district includes poi 
both plans. 


DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN PLAN 


Nets arena at the 


Atlantic Yards could end 
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Coney’s Sportsplex dream 


By Jotham Sederstrom 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Developer Bruce Ratner’s plan 
to bring the New Jersey Nets to 
Brooklyn could jeopardize plans 
to build a Coney Island amateur 
athletics arena, known as 
Sportsplex, which had recently 
gained new life as a possible 
venue for volleyball in the city’s 
bid to host the 2012 summer 
Olympics. 

A top official with NYC2012, the 
group organizing the city’s Olympic 
bid, indicated Thursday that while the 
Coney Island site has not been ruled 
out, Ratner’s Downtown Brooklyn 
basketball arena has added a new 
wrinkle to the Olympics plan. 

“It’s premature to comment on any- 
thing,” said Jay Kriegel, executive di- 
or of NYC2012, “but a world-class 
la certainly opens up the possibility 
[of hosting volleyball]. We’re very ex- 
cited about it.” 

If National Basketball Association 
rs vote to approve the Nets’ 
exodus from New Jersey to Down- 
n Brooklyn, the $2.5 billion, Frank 
Gehry-designed Atlantic Terminal 
project, that would include a Nets are- 
ana and office and residential towers 
— could serve both as a site for 
Olympic basketball and indoor volley- 
ball. 

The current Olympic bid details the 
Nets’ present home in New Jersey, the 
Continental Airlines arena, as a site for 
basketball. 

And Ratner has stated that local 
youth athletic groups and schools, as 
well as colleges and universities, 
would use the Downtown arena when 
the Nets were not playing at home, 
making a Coney island Sportsplex 


The proposed Coney Island Sportsplex on Surf Avenue next to Keyspan Park. 


somewhat redundant. change, we’ll have to re-evaluate.” 

“For the last couple years, being in- Without inclusion in the plans for the 
eluded in the Olympic bid dramatically 2012 summer games, the Sportsplex 
strengthened the prospects for the wouldbe on shaky ground for the second 

[Sportsplex] project,” said Kenneth time since the idea was floated by then- 

Adams, president of the Brooklyn Borough President Howard Golden in 
Chamber of Commerce and the Brook- 1987. 

lyn Sports Foundation. “If the plans The 12,000-seat amateur sports facili- 


ty had originated with hopes that it 
would serve high school and college ath- 
letes. Set to be built on city-owned land 
on Surf Avenue between West 19th and 
West 20th streets, the $70 million project 
was slated to include an NCAA-regula- 
tion basketball court surrounded by a 
200-meter, eight-lane track. 


Along with other elected offi- 
cials. Recchia formed the Coney Is- 
land Development Corporation last 
year to rehabilitate the deteriorating 
neighborhood, in part by creating 
more jobs and converting the sum- 
mer hotspot into a year-round desti- 
nation. 

On Thursday, proposals for a 
Coney Island development plan 
were due to the city’s Economic 
Development Corporation. Where, 
if at all, a Sportsplex arena fits in 
will become clear after an urban de- 
sign firm is chosen by the CIDC in 
the coming months. 

‘Tart of its mandate is to consid- 
er year-round recreational, cultural 
and entertainment uses including a 
recreational complex,” said Bor- 
ough President Marty Markowitz, 
whose sole appointment to the 13- 


It’s anybody’s guess 
whether significant interest 
would still exist for a Sportsplex in 
Coney Island if it was no longer in- 
cluded in the 2012 Olympic plans. 
Besides a proposed amateur athlet- 
ics facility in the Park Slope ar- 
mory, on Eighth Avenue between 
14th and 15th streets, the construc- 
tion of a similar sports facility in 
the Bronx was announced earlier 
this week. 

“Would there still be a 
ale?” asked Adams, who has been 
behind the Sportsplex since its con- 
ception. “We’d have to sit down 
with city officials and consider the 
Sportsplex in the context of the new 
planning efforts by the Coney Is- 
land Development Corporation. 
We’d have to ask those questions 
all over again.” 

In a 29-page questionnaire re- 
leased earlier this month, NYC2012 
failed to include Coney Island by 
name in plans for an indoor volley- 
ball arena. A rendering of such a fa- 
cility identified it only as being in 
Brooklyn, although most of the oth- 
er venues were specifically identi- 
fied. The questionnaire was the fi- 
nal submission to the International 
Olympics Committee, which will 
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officials want arena, 
itown redevelopment linked 



Together the two plans could add an additional 14 million 
square feet of development in the greater Downtown Brooklyn 
. . area and would require the taking of approximately 15 acres of 
PP " private land by eminent domain, a power of the state to claim 

“F Druce property that is either deemed blighted or is slated for projects 

lion res- deemed to be for the public good. 

Atlantic p or months, the city has refused to field questions about Rat- 
acquired ner’s Atlantic Yards at public meetings relating to the Downtown 
d major plan, a move that has outraged a number of residents and com- 
wntown munity board members. 

s rolling “It’s the big elephant that nobody will talk about,” said Patti 
Hagan, a member of the Prospect Heights Action Coalition, an 
irojects in anti-arena neighborhood group that planned to pack a scheduled 
re fuming meeting of Community Board 2 last Wednesday at which the 
d jointly. board was set to vote on the Downtown Plan with hundreds of 

/ the city detractors. 

lew York Those protests were aborted when the meeting, scheduled on 
g to New Wednesday, were postponed due to the snowstorm, 
ir at least The vote has been rescheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 3, at 6 pm, in 
id almost the auditorium of Brooklyn Technical High School, at DeKalb 
s well as Avenue and Fort Greene Place. Hagan said her group would be 
there in force. 

the rigor- Just days after Ratner announced his $300 million purchase of 
leighbor- the Nets, on Friday, Jan. 23, the Department of City Planning re- 
ds project versed itself and agreed to a supplemental scoping session for the 
sntial and arena plan’s environmental impact study, taking into considera- 
a 19,000- tion the nearly 8 million-square-foot build-out of the Atlantic 
kely skirt Yards with regards to the Downtown Plan. 

That session will be held on Monday, Feb. 23, at Brooklyn 
rojects in Borough Hall, at 6 pm. The meeting will come after the commu- 
c at all of nity board has released its decision on the Downtown Plan as re- 
rinsically quired by the city’s Uniform Land Use Review Procedure 
l Letitia (ULURP) timeframe. 

the arena Brian Ketcham, an engineer with Community Consulting Ser- 
in ions of vices, a non-profit organization that studies traffic and transportation 
impacts, called City Planning’s public meeting too little, too late. 


CB2 vote on D'town 
Plan rescheduled 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 


Community Board 2 will vote on the Downtown 
Brooklyn Plan at a rescheduled meeting on Feb. 3 in 
the auditorium of Brooklyn Technical High School, on 
DeKalb Avenue at Fort Greene Place, at 6 pm. 

The original meeting, scheduled for Jan. 28, was cancelled 
because of the snowstorm. 

The rezoning plan — among the most complex in city his- 
tory — would make way for 6.7 million square feet of office 
development, 1,000 units of housing and almost 1 million 
square feet of retail space. 

The community board, which includes Downtown Brook- 
lyn, Brooklyn Heights, Fort Greene and DUMBO, is the first 


hurdle in the city’s rigorous land use review process. 

The CB2 Traffic and Transportation committee voted 
against the plan last week, calling the city’s application — 
which involves 22 individual actions from rezoning to selling 
city property to expanding urban renewal areas — woefully 


The Parks and Land Use committees voted down changes 
to the urban renewal areas that would allow the city to con- 
demn and seize property. 

As part of the city’ ULURP process, the application will 
also go to the borough president, City Planning Commission 
and City Council. 

The plan also includes one block of the proposed Nets are- 
na site where developer Bmce Ratner intends to construct a 
620-foot office tower. 




“It’s a huge disappointment,” said Ketcham. “We think they 
should stop the [ULURP] process and go back to the drawing 
board and do a full-scale traffic analysis.” 

Ketcham, who has gone head to head with the city over traffic 
concerns related to the Downtown Plan for months, wants city 
planners to look at all of the development planned for Down- 
town Brooklyn and the surrounding neighborhoods. 

According to Ketcham, the Downtown rezoning alone will 
bring an additional 17,000 cars and 95,000 subway riders each 

The Downtown Plan and Atlantic Yards are just one part of 
the massive developments that will form “the new Brooklyn,” a 
phrase Ratner has used to describe the mega-construction going 
on in his adopted borough. 

Factor in all of the development planned to rise in the sur- 
rounding neighborhoods and you are looking at 115,000 cars and 
430,000 subway riders each day, Ketcham said. 

The “new Brooklyn” would include: 

•Atlantic Terminal — Ratner’s 770,000-square-foot office 
tower and mall atop the Atlantic Avenue subway station. Target, 
Outback Steak House and Chuck E. Cheese are scheduled to open 
in the mall, which is tentatively scheduled for completion in May. 
Office space would be anchored by the Bank of New York. 

•Brooklyn Bridge Park — a 1. 5-mile commercial and recre- 
ational development along the waterfront from Pier 6 at Atlantic 
Avenue to just past the Manhattan Bridge that would include a 
hotel. 

•BAM Cultural District - a 14-block mixed-use cultural dis- 
trict in Fort Greene, including housing, retail and artist space. 

•Fairway — a massive supermarket being built in a 19th-cen- 
tury warehouse at the end of Van Brunt Street in Red Hook. 

•Empire Stores Shopping Mall — modeled on Chelsea Mar- 
ket, a 400,000-square-foot shopping complex abutting Em- 
pire-Fulton Ferry State Park in DUMBO, to open in 2007. 

•Park Slope Rezoning — the up-zoning of Fourth 
Avenue to allow for 12-story buildings between Warren 
and 15th streets. 

•Lowe’s — a big-box home improvement center be- 
ing built by Ratner on the former U.S. Postal Service site 
in Gowanus at 12th Street and Second Avenue. 

•Whole Foods — a 42,000-square-foot organic foods 
supermarket to be built on Third Avenue at Third Street 
with up to 220 parking spaces. It would open in 2005. 

•85 Jay St. — four-tower Watchtower Society residen- 
tial complex in DUMBO on one of the largest undevel- 
oped plots of land in the city. 

•Ikea — proposed Swedish furnishings giant store 
planned for the end of Columbia Street at the old New York 
Shipyards site in Red Hook. 

•Pier 7 — just south of Atlantic Avenue, the city is negotiat- 
ing with Carnival Cruise Lines to turn it into a cruise ship dock. 

•Piers 8-12 — the city and Port Authority are studying future 
use of the Carroll Gardens and Red Hook piers that could bring 
residential and commercial development. 

“We should be thrilled in so many ways that development is 
coming to Brooklyn,” said Borough President Marty Markowitz, a 
vocal proponent of Ratner’s acquisition of the Nets and of Atlantic 
Yards, the Downtown Plan and future growth in the borough. 

“In Brooklyn, we wear everything on our sleeves, and 
io different,” said Markowitz, adding, “I 
believe the arena is the most exciting 
opportunity we’ve had in 
decades. The are- 


na will become the center of family life in Brooklyn. At the same 
time, it will preserve the quality of life of the neighborhoods that 

Markowitz has for three years been pushing to get Brooklyn 
a professional sports team. 

But Tom Angotti, of Windsor Terrace, a professor of Urban 
Affairs and Planning at Hunter College, has his doubts. 

“The Atlantic Yards plan by itself is a major undertaking. If 
you add to that the BAM expansion, the downtown expansion, 
the development around Fulton Mall, you’re talking about some 
substantial change,” said Angotti, who worked in the Brooklyn 
office of City Planning in the early ’90s. 

“They haven’t addressed the question of what the impact will 
be on existing housing surrounding neighborhoods,” said Agnot- 
ti. “It undoubtedly will jack up rents and could very well force 
out more people than the new housing accommodates.” 

As part of the arena plan, Ratner plans to construct 4,500 units 
of housing, although he has not delineated how much of that 
would be affordable housing. The downtown plan makes way 


for 1,000 units of housing. 

At the same time, both plans require taking private land for 
private development. 

The Downtown Plan would seize seven acres of privately 
owned land and would displace 100 units of housing and 130 
commercial units, according to City Planning. 

For the past month and a half. Community Board 2 — which 
received the 700-plus page application just before the December 
holiday season — had to hold committee hearings, host a public 
hearing and vote. Board members have been asking the city to 
slow down the review process so they can adequately consider 
the more than 20 independent actions included in the plan. 

But under the City Charter, the board has just 60 days to vote 
on the plan before it goes on to the borough president, City Plan- 
ning Commission, City Council and then on to the mayor. 

While the supplemental Atlantic Yards information will be 
made available in several months, both the community board and 
borough president will have to vote on the Downtown Plan with- 
out it. 

“The board has to vote on the Downtown Brooklyn Plan hand- 
icapped or not,” said CB2 District Manager Robert Perris. 

“The [ULURP ] clock is the same for one relatively simple ap- 
plication or a series of 22 interwoven applications. We have the 
same 60 days no mater what, maybe the ULURP clock needs to 
be revised,” said Perris 

The Downtown Plan’s 22 actions include rezoning, and exten- 
sions of urban renewal areas that will allow the state to condemn 
property. 

Responding to the loss of 21,000 city jobs to New Jersey in 
the 1990s, the Bloomberg administration along with the Down- 
town Brooklyn Council spent more than a year and a half creat- 
ing the comprehensive plan, the details of which were announced 
last April. 

The mayor has pledged to fund the $100 million in infrastruc- 
ture improvements and construction over the next 10 years, with 
much of it coming in the first few years, but the project would 
still be largely dependent on market conditions and the ability to 
lure businesses and developers. 

“People are afraid of change,” said Michael Burke, executive 
director of the Downtown Brooklyn Council, who says the plan 
will secure downtown’s place as the third largest commercial dis- 
trict in New York City after Midtown Manhattan and Wall Street. 

“To protect residents and businesses we have to evaluate this 
new construction collectively, not individually,” said Evan Thies, 
a spokesman for Downtown Councilman David Yassky. 

But the key question on the minds of most residents is traffic. 

Said Judy Stanton, executive director of the Brooklyn Heights 
Association and a CB2 Land Use committee member, “We’ll 
drown in cars.” 


t) 


AT LANTIC YARDS PLAN 


CB6 feeling shut 
out by Ratner 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

When real estate developer Bruce 
Ratner pulled back the curtain on 
his colossal $2.5 billion plan to con- 
i swath of Prospect Heights 
Frank Gehry-designed neigh- 
borhood of apartments and offices 
centered around a professional bas- 
ketball arena, there wasn’t an empty 
the house. 

Hip-hop star Jay-Z was there. So was 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and former 
NBA great Bernard King. Shirley 
McRae, chairwoman of Community 
Board 2 even snagged an invite. 

But nobody asked Community Board 
6 to come to the Dec. 10 press confer- 
ence at Borough Hall, according to the 
board’s district manager, Craig Hammer- 

“That invitation must have been lost 
in the fax machine,” Hammerman said 
with more than a hint of sarcasm in his 

While CB6 covers Park Slope, Carroll 
Gardens, Cobble Hill, Red Hook and 
Gowanus, it also extends into one block 
of Prospect Heights — the very block 


Bruce Ratner 

that’s home to most of the residents and 
businesses that must be evicted by the 
state to carry out Ratner’s plan. 

“When people ask us if we have a role 
to play, we are uncertain,” said Hammer- 
man. “We have no application before us, 
we simply don’t know other than what 
we read in the newspapers.” 

Ratner, who purchased the New Jer- 
sey Nets for $300 million last week, 
wants to bring them to a 22-acre site that 
he is calling Atlantic Yards, at the comer 
of Atlantic and Flatbush avenues over 
the Long Island Rail Yards and the 
blocks immediately south of them, ex- 
tending east to Vanderbilt Avenue. 

The block bounded by Pacific and 
Dean streets and Carlton and Vanderbilt 
avenues, is also to be taken under the 
state’s power of eminent domain, and 
ties within the boundaries of CB8, al- 
though fewer residents will be displaced 
on that block than on the CB6 block. The 
CB6 block is bounded by Flatbush and 
Sixth avenues and Pacific and Dean 

The arena would be built at the nexus 
of Park Slope, Fort Greene, Boerum Hill, 
Prospect Heights and Downtown Brook- 

Robert Matthews, chairman of CB8, 
declined to comment on the plan until 
the board has had a chance to discuss it, 
which he said would be next week. He 
said both the city and Ratner had reached 


out to him and he received an invite to 
the December press conference. 

That information left Hammerman 
scratching his head, wondering why his 
hoard was left out in the cold. 

Ratner spokesman Barry Baum said 
CB6 was not intetionally left behind. 
They were invited, he said, to last week’s 
announcement at BAM of Ratner’s pur- 
chase of the Nets. “We invited them to 
this press conference, and we look for- 
ward to working with Community Board 
6,” Baum said. 

“We’re concerned, a project like it has 
the clear potential to significantly alter 
the character of the neighborhood,” said 
Hammerman, who noted that it was un- 
clear what role the board would play in 
any review of the plan. 

When asked about the role of the com- 
munity, Mayor Michael Bloomberg, a 
staunch supporter of the arena plan, said 
Ratner was a “class act” who always 
sought community input. 

But not everybody agrees with that as- 
sessment. 

Ratner certainly received few commu- 
nity kudos for the construction of At- 
lantic Center, an internally isolating mall 
on Atlantic Avenue that some neighbors 
have not so affectionately called “the big 
ugly.” 

Despite community pleas to open the 
mall up on the Fort Greene side, the only 
entrances are along Atlantic Avenue, 
leaving residents with a big blank wall, 
according to Fort Green Association 
president Howard Pitsch. 

And, said Hammerman, Ratner came 
to CB6 “kicking and screaming” when 
pushed to address the board about his 
construction of a big-box Lowe’s home 
improvement store at Second Avenue 
and 12th Street and then took none of the 
community’s concerns into considera- 

Through a spokesman, Ratner told 
The Brooklyn Papers this week that he 
would try harder in reaching out to the 
community on his Atlantic Yards plan. 

“We need to increase our efforts to 
provide adequate forums and outreach 
and to implement a system whereby 
there is direct contact for questions to be 
answered,” said spokesman Barry Baum. 
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Health, 
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& Body 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 1 

MICHAEL KANTER/CSW 

CHILD 8c PARENT 
BEREAVEMENT 
BROOKLYN 

Home • Hospital • Office Visits 

(718) 648-2199 

THE BROOKLYN CENTER FOR 


■ il = : 7 JVl 

helps you change your world. 

Create the life you want to 
live and feel better! 

Group, individual, families, couples 

121 VT8-622-4142'“ m 

It's not just what you're EATING 
... It's what's eating YOU! 

Support group for bingeing, compul- 

Cheryl Pearlman, csw 

Psychotherapist 

( 718 ) 636-3099 


Bereavement Group 

Support for Adults Grieving a Loss 

• Find healing and comfort through Alexander 

Experienced Psychotherapist 

Specializing in 

Depression • Relationship Issues 
Parent/Child Counseling 

GLADYS STOLERMAN, R.C.S.W 

Sliding Scale 

(718) 596-5728 

Brooklyn Heights Location 

Jane Rebecca Dorlester, CSW 

(718) 788-4991 

www.brooklynbereavement.com 

THE BROOKLTfl CENTER FOR 
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Family Development Service! 

Comprehensive therapeutic 
programs help your family 
develop and grow. 

121 P 718-622-4142' COm 

FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY 

individuals/couples/children 

relationship crisis & school problems for 
persons of all lifestyles. 

DR. GEORGINE GORRA , D.S.W. 

Doctor of Social Work 
718-783-8247 Parking • Ins. Reimb. 


ABORTION 




° B/ f N Ilnrai 

a™ AMBULATORY SURGERY CENTER 

OF BROOKLYN 

WE SERVE WITH CARE AND COMPASSION 
We Accept All Insurance & Medicaid 

• NYS Licensed 
•Joint Commission 
Accreditation 

■ Confidential Abortion 

- Surgical - Medical (RU486) 

■ Safe Low Cost 

Conveniently 

313 - 43rd Street 

Call for an immediate appoir 

• Immediate Appointment 
(including Saturdays) 

• Parental Consent 
Not Required 

• Emergency Contraception 

• Free Pregnancy Testing 

Located at 

and 3rd Avenue 
itment 718-369-1 900 


CAREER COACHING 


JOB SEARCHING? 

Professional Coaching for Successful Career Transitions 

• Job Search Strategies 

Debra Laks . Resuraes & Cover Letters 
M.S.S.A.. » interview Preparation 

Director r 

• Career Planning 

Career Transition Resources <ctr> 
26 Court Street - Brooklyn Heights 

(718) 624-3192 - Hours by appointment only 



DENTISTS 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) Most ce 

TSr (718) 622-8020 Z m ‘' 


All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 

Advanced sterilization 
and infection control. 


Jack Irwin, d.d.s. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(be t. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

Emer. Beeper # 

917/893-8581 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 

Most Insurance & Union Plans Accepted 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, HIP. 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 


• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 


DENTISTS 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 


Emergency 1 

Service 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 


■ Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

■ Implant Restorations 

■ Laminates • Bleaching 
•White Fillings - Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 
LeJL-I ttPM 



789-5700 


Financing Available • Insurance Plans Welcomed 


¥ Quality Dentistry ^ 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 



DERMATOLOGY 


DERMATOLOGY 


Skin Problems 


Cosmetic 

Laser Hair Removal 
Chemical Peels 
Botox • Collagen 
Spider Veins 
Liposuction 


Acne • Herpes 
Warts • Genital Warts 
Moles • STD's/VD 
Skin Cancer 
Blemishes 


SKIN • HAIR • NAILS 


Day & Evening Hours 

Most Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 




27 8th Avenue 

(corner Lincoln Place) 
Park Slope, Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


1000 Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 

J 
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Dr. Desmond Parkin, OD. 

Serving the Park Slope & PPH area since 1998 

• Comprehensive Eye Exams 
MOST . Professional Service 

INSURANCES • Treatment of Ocular Diseases 
ACCEPTED • Difficult/Hard to Fit Contact Lenses 

• Quality Selection of Eyeglasses 


Sharper 
v Vision 


178 Park Place (718) 623-9122 

(bet. Flatbush and Vanderbilt Aves.) 

856 Utica Avenue (718) 282-8363 

(bet. Church and Linden Blvd.) J 


WOMEN'S HEALTH 


Dr. Kliot - 

Midwife Team 


P ^ 

"People who 


keep caring 

H 

about making 

!«"“ t 

mommies & 

'■I 

babies happy!" 

BrifT 

We are able to take 

1 *5 

care of a full spectrum 

■ 

of obstetrical & 


gynecological needs. 


Both a physician ’ 


& midwife are 


available to attend 

Sunday & 

your delivery. 

|T evening hours 


Insurance friendly 

| David A .Kliot, md, facog & 

Gregory E. Kliot, md, facog J 

Prospect Park Locale 

Boro Park Locale 

225 Marlborough Road 

5319B 16th Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11226 

Brooklyn, NY 11204 

(718) 693-1011 

(718) 851-3202 


Brooklyn's identity safe 
without the 'Jersey Nets 


The Dodgers didn’t make Brooklyn, 
Brooklyn made the Dodgers. The charac- 
teristics that defined the borough’s 
beloved baseball team came not from the 
players alone but from their interaction 
with Brooklynites — the spirit, the grit, 
the work ethic and sense of humor (not to 
mention accent) unique to this borough. 

When the beloved ’Bums left we lost a 
baseball team, not our identity. The team, 
however, lost its soul. 

Brooklyn’s identity is, and has always 
been, tied into its many and vastly differ- 
ent neighborhoods, ethnicities and cul- 
tures. What further sets us apart from the 
overwhelming crush that is Manhattan, is 
our low-rise nature. Our blocks are not 
cluttered or enclosed by towering apart- 
ment and office towers, because that’s the 
way we wanted it and our zoning has en- 


NEIL SLOANE 


forced that notion. Our bridge is an icon; 
theirs is merely blue. Manhattan is at its 
loveliest when viewed from Brooklyn; 
Brooklyn looks best up close. 

But now a convergence of plans have 
been thrust upon this borough that, when 
taken in sum, will turn Brooklyn into a 
half-baked version of Manhattan, or “the 
city,” as many of us grew up calling the is- 
land across the East River. 

One explantion given for rushing the 
massive Downtown Brooklyn Plan through 
the city’s public review process is that the 
mayor and governor want to compete with 
New Jersey for corporate back-office 


space. The city can’t build competitively 
priced office space in Manhattan, but in 
Brooklyn it apparently comes cheap. They 
build us up only to knock us down. Devel- 
opers get rich; we get a sports team and un- 
wanted skyscrapers. 

We’re getting a basketball team we 
never asked for to replace a baseball team 
most of us don’t remember — and that’s 
supposed to restore an identity we already 
have. And we’re being asked to bear on 
our great shoulders the city and state’s in- 
ability to provide affordable office space 
in Manhattan. 

Will someone please tell us what 
Brooklynites get out of these deals? 

Neil Sloane is editor of The Brooklyn 
Papers. He can be reached via e-mail at 
newsroom @ brooklynpapers. com. 


Markowitz: Hagan’s 
got some chutzpah 


To the editor: 

I joined with Schellie Hagan and her sister Patti when 
I felt they were right. I opposed private, for-profit home- 
less shelters built in Prospect Heights by unscrupulous 
operators that charged the city $3,000 per month per per- 
son. Somehow the Hagans missed my campaign pledge 
to try to bring a team and an arena to Brooklyn and now 
that this dream is nearing reality, and just so happens to 
be in their neighborhood, Schellie Hagan wants her $100 
back. That’s what we call chutzpah. 

But the chutzpah that makes me say oy vey is that the 
Hagans are using the homeless they fought so hard to 
keep out of Prospect Heights to pad the number of indi- 
viduals they claim will be forced to move! 

— Marty Markowitz, Brooklyn Borough President 



Markowitz with NBA great Connie Hawkins and develop- 
er Bruce Ratner at a Junior's press conference in October. 


Papers' column on target 


To the editor: 

Talk about hitting the nail on the head! 

In a few short paragraphs that’s exactly 
what you did [Ed Weintrob’s Jan. 24 col- 
umn, “The real story is the land grab, not 
the Nets”]. It’s about land and making lots 
of money mostly at the taxpayers’ expense. 
The Nets are just a bit of misdirection. 

And you’re absolutely right about the 
New York Times. They wanted leben- 
sraum in Manhattan and the powers that 
be accommodated them. 

It’s been suggested that Ratner pony up 
some of the Atlantic Center land that he 
owns instead of taking someone else’s. 
What a novel idea. 

I hope you continue on with this story. 

— Barbara J Levine, Brooklyn Heights 

To the editor: 

I wish to thank Ed Weintrob for his col- 
umn in the Jan. 24 edition. Give us more. 

— Ursula Hahn, Downtown 

Kudos for Paper 

To the editor: 

Your Jan. 24 issue should be placed at 
the doorstep of every resident. It is an 
even-handed forum for what is happening 
in the area — one of the few that have 
been published. 

Ed Weintrob’s piece on the front page 
hit the nail on the head. 

Frank Gehry’s picture in front of the 
model of the proposed site where the are- 
na is encircled by residential towers makes 
one wonder what the hell is going on here. 
How many other cities that have built sta- 
diums and arenas have given developers 
such carte blanche. I don’t recall seeing 
60-story towers surrounding the Camden 
Yards in Baltimore or in photographs of 
any other facilities around the country. 

The developer is merely playing on the 
nostalgic insecurities of the borough. The 
notion that Brooklyn needs a professional 
basketball team to achieve legitimacy is 
ludicrous. It would be nice but it is not go- 
ing to turn the pages back 50 years. 
Brooklyn has survived the loss of its 
beloved Dodgers and has even thrived. 
What has allowed this to happen is the 
quality of life and the sense of community 
ion the borough, which is unique and re- 
generative. 

As a lifelong resident of Brooklyn, the 
borough president, whose constituency is 
diverse, should recognize this. South 
Brooklyn has always offered a more re- 
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laxed alternative to the frantic quality of 
life in Manhattan. 

The issue of the development plan which 
Community Board 2 is struggling with 
[“CB2 panels: Slow down D’town plan”] 
should be the concern of all Brooklyn and 
not just that community. 

With all the activity in South Brooklyn 
why is there no master plan for the bor- 
ough? Such a plan would allow the entire 
borough to react to proposed growth. In- 
stead, in order to push through develop- 
ment, our city fathers force communities 
with limited resources to grapple with sig- 
nificant issues based on the theory of “di- 
vide and conquer.” 

They play on the legitimate concerns of a 
small neighborhood. The most recent exam- 
ple of this is the rezoning of Park Sloper, in 
which the community’s legitimate fear of 
losing its low-scale contextual fabric was 
acknowledged and countered with an in- 
crease in the zoning along the east side of 
Fourth Avenue to allow the construction of 
12-story buildings. 

Shouldn’t the person who represents this 
borough on the City Planning Commission 
and is appointed by the borough president 
be looking out for our interests and demand- 
ing a coherent, fully reviewed plan rather 
than letting development occur in such a 
haphazard way? At least such a plan would 
incorporate recommendations for changes 
to the infrastructure necessitated by all the 
large-scale development that is about to take 
place. Surely the few projects completed in 
South Brooklyn in the past 20 years show a 
lack of coherent planning and implementa- 

By the way, the developer of those proj- 
ects was, and is, Bruce Ratner. 

Out city fathers are concerned about the 
big corporations moving their back-office 
space to New Jersey and the loss of rev- 
enue. So to solve the problem, they have 
decided to look to the Borough of Brook- 
lyn, which they have neglected for over 
100 years and turn us into New Jersey 
East, with back-office space clogging our 
main arteries and taxing our systems. 

To make the action complete, they have 
even opened the door to moving New Jer- 
sey’s basketball team to Brooklyn. 

Wake up, Brooklyn! 

— Richard Ferrara, A1A, Park Slope 


Anything for us? 

To the editor: 

Enthusiasm abounds for the Nets stadium 
in Brooklyn — amongst aging male politi- 
cians, still whining about the Dodgers, and 
Manhattanites who’ll probably never attend 
a game. In Brooklyn, the feeling is doom. 

Developer Bruce Ratner’s gargantuan 
design, as misplaced here as it would be in 
Greenwich Village, strangles the revenue- 
generating Brooklyn renaissance. 

Furthermore, Ratner demands the city use 
“eminent domain” to evict 10 residential 
blocks for his private, for-profit enterprise. Is 
this America? 

Ratner insists two-thirds of his develop- 
ment be 17 luxury condo-office towers. The 
MTA’ s gift of the development rights above 
their rail yards is otherwise worth $1 billion. 
The city pays for endless infrastructure im- 
provements. Doesn’t NYC need this money? 

Besides enormous construction subsi- 
dies, it’ll receive tax-free status. 

People have limited cash to spend on 
entertainment. If not at the stadium, they’11 
spend it at other, smaller venues. One’s 
that pay tax. 

It’s redistribution of wealth — from res- 
idents, small business and taxpayers to an 
individual billionaire. 

— Jonathan Stem, Fort Greene 

To the editor: 

I am outraged by the purchase of the 
Nets and how this outcome will affect the 
residents and small businesses who have 
been in the community for years. They are 
basically being thrown out. Is there noth- 
ing that can be done to protect them, not to 
mention the actual buildings being torn 
down that are of historical significance? It 
would seem that the priorities of the city 
are completely backwards when a sport 
becomes more important than the lives of 
the people. — Wendy Stefanelli, Gowanus 


Send us a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn Papers, 
55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 1 1 201 
Fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By e-mail: Newsroom@BrooklynPapers.com 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's neighborhood 
and street name are published with the 
letter). Letters may be edited and will 
not be returned. 


GAY FRIENDLY BROOKLYN MEDICAL PRACTICE 



Street — Sunset Park, Brooklyn 
3rd Avenue and 43rd Street 


• General Male Health Issues 

Comprehensive HIV Care Including: 

• Hormone Replacement • Nutritional and 

• Lipodystrophy Psychological Support 

• Wasting Syndrome • Case Management 

• Salvage Therapy • Legal Aide 

IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 


AMBULATORY SURGERY CENTER 

OF BROOKLYN 

Primary Medical Care • Board Certified Physician 
Aggressive Advocacy for over 15 years 

Joseph G. Olivieri, M.D., A.A.EF 

I 


Monday to Friday 
10am to 6pm 
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Hoop dream a nightmare for residents, 
businesses in path of Ratner project 


By Deborah Kolben 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Mike Leonardos has 
been serving hot coffee 
and two-egg specials at the 
Silver Spoon diner on 
Flatbush Avenue for more 
than 20 years. 

The eatery sits just across 
the avenue from where real 
estate mogul Bruce Ratner 
plans to build a 19,000-seat 
basketball arena for his recent- 
ly purchased Nets, an arena 
he’d surround with office tow- 
ers and, down the line, resi- 
dential ones. Gov. George 
Pataki, Mayor Michael Bloom- 
berg and Borough President 
Marty Markowitz have all 
championed Ratner’s plan. 

So while pictures of Marko- 
witz and former Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani grace the 
walls of his restaurant, Mike 
says these days he’s had it up 
to here with politicians. 

“This is a tricky deal,” 
Leonardos said, looking up at 
a photograph of Markowitz, 
whose idea it was to bring 
professional basketball to 
Brooklyn. 

Leonardos owns the diner 
along with his brother Paul, 
and doesn’t think an arena 
would do anything for his 
business. 

“They’re going to have a 
train station right beneath it, 
nobody’s gong to come here,” 
he said of the Atlantic Termi- 
nal transit hub that would like- 
ly be connected to the arena 
underground. 

While the Silver Spoon 
would not be tom down to build 
the arena, just across the street, 
and for about three blocks into 
Prospect Heights, approximate- 
ly 500 residents and businesses 
would not be so lucky. 

In order to construct the 
sweeping Atlantic Yards proj- 
ect, named for the Long Island 
Rail Road yards upon which 
about half of the 21-acre proj- 
ect would be built, Ratner 
plans to ask the state to use its 
powers of eminent domain to 
raze nearly three square 
blocks of private land. 

“I’ve been here since ’80 
— it’s like my hometown,” 
Leonardos said of the neigh- 
borhood, adding that he did 
not want to see his friends lose 
their homes and businesses. 

Ratner has vowed to fairly 
compensate property owners 
and relocate displaced renters, 
although under eminent domain 
he only has to pay appraised 



Mike Leonardos, owner of the Silver Spoon diner, at 216 Flatbush Ave., has owned the 
restaurant since 1980. Although the arena developement will not displace him, he be- 
lieves it will be bad for business and the neighborhood. 



Daniel Goldstein, a graphic designer, sits in his condominium apartment at 636 Pacific 
St., which would be demolished under the arena plan. He moved to the building with his 
fiancee in June 2003 in hopes of settling there. 


value, which would be lower 
than market value. But renters 
face much more uncertainty 
since the state does not guaran- 
tee any relocation assistance, 
according to Michael Rikon, an 
eminent domain attorney. 

Among the ranks of the dis- 
placed would be famed sculp- 
tor Louise Bourgeois, noted 
violin maker Sam Zygmun- 
towicz, two luxury condomini- 
um buildings, two homeless 
shelters that neighborhood ac- 
tivists and elected officials 
fought to keep out of the area, 
a beloved Prohibition-era bar, 
and a Holocaust survivor who 
recently lost her husband and 
doesn't know if she can endure 
another move alone. 

Included among them is 


Professional 
Space for Rent 


Prime location on Atlantic Avenue 
near 3rd Avenue, minutes from all 
transportation. 4,000 square feet or 
less. We will build to suit. Lawyers, 
accountants, medical offices, spas, 
doctors and others are welcome. 


( 718 ) 624-6900 

ask for Michael or Rosa 


Joseph Pastore, who several 
neighbors described as “a real 
Brooklyn character.” Each 
day, Pastore puts on his black 
cap and walks the blocks of 
Prospect Heights, chatting 
with neighbors and picking up 
old cameras, records and 
household items that others 
have cast away. 

Since 1967, Pastore has 
lived in a small, rent-stabilized 
studio apartment along Dean 
Street between Flatbush and 
Sixth avenues. 

Raised in a number of or- 
phanages, including the St. 
Vincent’s Home nearby, Pas- 
tore, 59, considers Dean Street 
his hue home. Talking to a re- 
porter outside, he can’t go 
more than a few minutes with- 
out greeting a neighbor. 

“This is my neighborhood, 
and it’s a beautiful neighbor- 
hood,” said Pastore. standing 
outside the four-story, painted- 
yellow brick building. 

‘T was raised as an orphan all 
my life, so whatever I did it was 
all on my own,” he said. “Don't 
get me wrong, I had friends. I 
was raised with 270 kids. 

“I have close friends like 
brothers, just like Ratner and 
Pataki,” Pastore said, noting 
with a hint of sarcasm the 
friendship between the devel- 
oper and governor, who at- 
tended Columbia Law School 
together. 

Now Ratner is counting on 
his old friend to condemn that 
block of Dean Street as if it 
was blighted, so he can build a 
sports complex and office 
towers. When asked what he 
would do if he lost his $400-a- 
month apartment, Pastore, a 
former youth counselor who 
lives on a fixed income, said 
he did not know. 

And he isn’t alone. 

Just behind Pastore’s apart- 


ment building stands the At- 
lantic Art building, a 31 -unit, 
luxury condominium at 636 
Pacific St. with apartments 
selling for between $400,000 
and $1.4 million. 

With favorable reviews, 
like one in a British design 
magazine that lauded its urban 
design and art deco touches, 
the converted warehouse isn’t 


what most people would call 
urban blight. 

Less than a year ago, 
Daniel Goldstein and his fi- 
ance, Echo Eggebrecht. pur- 
chased a 1,300-square-foot, 
three-bedroom apartment on 
the seventh floor. 

Looking out at the sweep- 
ing views of Brooklyn, with 
the Verrazano Narrows Bridge 
in the distance, Goldstein, 
who spent five years looking 
for a place to buy, says he 
can’t believe he may have to 
leave the apartment. 

“It’s the first home we’re 
making together and we in- 
tended to keep it for a long, 
long time,” said Goldstein, a 
34-year-old graphic artist who 
works out of his apartment. 
Eggebrecht has an art studio 
in the apartment. 

Both Eggebrecht and Gold- 
stein, who says he is optimistic 
about their chances of fighting 
the plan, have joined with De- 
velop Don’t Destroy, a group 
of tenants and owners in the 
area who are fighting the Rat- 
ner plan. They have retained an 
attorney, Jack Lester, who has 
represented several groups of 
Manhattan residents fighting 
quality-of-life problems. 

While planning a wedding is 
normally stressful, Goldstein 
says it is infinitely compounded 
by the threat of losing your 
home. He said the ordeal had 
even put a stress on the couple’s 
relationship as they plan their 
May wedding, set for the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 

“I may be the minority on 
this, but I like the tracks, I like 
the rugged urban feel of the 
neighborhood,” said Gold- 
stein, looking out his window 
at the railroad tracks and the 
traffic making its way, slowly, 
down Flatbush Avenue. 

Just to the south of the 
tracks is a Mobil gas station, 
one of the first in the city to 
offer a compressed natural gas 
filling station. 

“This is a neighborhood 
business,” said John Tsao, 
who has owned the gas station 
for 25 years. 

If Atlantic Yards gets the 



John Tsao stands in front of the Mobile Gas Station at 195 Flatbush Ave., which he has 
owned for 25 years. Under the current Nets arena plan, Tsao's station would be demol- 
ished, leaving him and his eight employees out of work. 

green light, the Mobil station 
will be razed. According to 
site plans, it stands approxi- 
mately where arena bath- 
rooms would go. 

As Tsao takes a break from 
working in the auto shop, he 
chats about the demerits of 
microwaves with a customer 
buying a cup of tea in the gas 
stations mini-mart. 

He greets neighbors by first 

If he is forced to close his 
business, Tsao, a Brooklyn na- 
tive who lives in Park Slope 
and attended Brooklyn Tech- 
nical High School, just a few 
blocks away, said he did not 
know what he would do. 

“I’ll be lost,” he said, ex- 
plaining that he has a home 
mortgage to pay and two kids 
in college. Not to mention 
eight employees who will be 
out of jobs. 

Watching taxi cabs fuel up 
on their way back to Manhat- 
tan, Tsao sighed and said, ‘Tt’s a 
shame that after spending a life- 
Joseph Pastore stands in front of 473 Dean St., his home time in Brooklyn they can come 

since 1 967, which would be torn down under the arena plan. in and tell you to take a hike.” 



Do you Have Arthritic Pain 
of A Hip or knee? 

If you have suffered with OSteOttfthvitic pMH of the hip or knee, you may 
be eligible to participate in a clinical research study to evaluate the effectiveness 
of a new drug therapy to manage pain. The investigational medication will be 
contained in a patch that sticks to the skin and releases a drug into the body. 

To qualify for this study, you must: 

♦ Be between 40 - 80 years of age 

♦ Have a clinical diagnosis of osteoarthritis of the hip or knee for 1 year or longer 

♦ Have had an X-ray exam to confirm the diagnosis within the past 2 years 

Qualified participants will receive at no cost: 

♦ Study related physician’s assessment and laboratory tests 

♦ Study medications (new drug therapy compared to a placebo) 

♦ Travel reimbursement 

For further information, please call the 
Department of Pain Medicine and Palliative Care 

(212) 844-1481 


WHEN YOU’RE OFFERED 
VISION, HEARING AND 
UNLIMITED GENERIC 
DRUG COVERAGE AT NO 
COST, IT S ONLY NATURAL 
TO LOOK FOR A CATCH. 


MT S NOT EVEN IN THAT 
l FREE CUP OF COFFEE. 


The catch is, there is no catch. And to 
prove it, we’re inviting you to join us 
for a free breakfast seminar where 
you’ll get answers to your Medicare 
questions. You’ll learn about benefits 
such as vision, hearing, and dental that 
are part of every Oxford Medicare 
Advantage plan. And with three of our 
four plans, you won’t pay a penny 
more than what you are already paying 
for traditional Medicare. To reserve 
your seat, or to find out more, call 
1-800-677-5523 (TDD: 1-800-201-4874) 
between 9:00 am and 5:30 pm. 



Brooklyn 

February 6, 9:30 am 
Junior’s Restaurant 
386 Flatbush Ave. 
Corner of DeKalb Ave. 

Brooklyn 

February 10, 10:00 am 
Americana Rest. (Bi-Lingual) 
6501 7th Ave. 

Btwn. 65th & 66th St. 

Brooklyn 

February 11, 10:00 am 
Del Rio Diner 
166 Kings Hwy. 

Cross St. /W. 12th St. 

Brooklyn 

February 12, 10:00 am 
Tiffany Diner 
9904 4th Ave. 

Cross St. /99th St. 

Brooklyn 

February 17, 10:00 am 
Lindenwood Diner (Bi-Lingual) 
2870 Linden Blvd. 

Btwn. 78th & Amber St. 

Brooklyn 

February 17, 10:00 am 
Toomey’s Diner 
252 Empire Blvd. 
Cross St./Rogers Ave. 

Brooklyn 

February 18, 10:00 am 
Perry’s Restaurant 
3482 Nostrand Ave. 
Btwn. Ave. U &V 

Brooklyn 

February 19, 10:00 am 
Mirage Diner 
717 Kings Hwy. 

Cross St./E. 8th St. 


Brooklyn 

February 24, 10:00 am 
Vegas Diner 
1619 86th St. 

Cross St. /16th Ave. 


% Oxford Medicare Advantage” 


A sales representative will be present to provide information and applications. Oxford Health Plans (NY), Inc., is 
a HMO operating under a Medicare+Choice contract. ©2004 Oxford Health Plans. NY-04-025 
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BROOKLYN CLASSIFIEDS 


(718) 834-9350 

Fax: (718) 834-1713 

Email: ads@BrooklynPapers.com 


The Deadline for Saturday's Paper is Wednesday, 5pm 


’ Your ad will appear in all editions of The Brooklyn Papers 
published during the week in which the ad runs. 

1 Once ordered, a Classified Ad may NOT be cancelled 
before its first insertion. 

1 Ads ordered and paid for by deadline are generally 
included in the next edition. But sometimes ads may be 
held for an additional week, based on production and 
space considerations. The Brooklyn Papers shall be 
under no liability for its failure for any cause to insert an 


CHARGE IT! 



Ads ordered to run more than one week may be 
cancelled after the first week. However, while the ad 
may be cancelled, NO REFUND OR CREDIT will be 


Contract rates for The Brooklyn Classifieds are "rate 
holders" — no skipped issues permitted. 

Special "package price" and other discounted multi- 
ple insertion rates require prepayment for the total 
number of weeks ordered, may not be cancelled and 
may not be short rated to achieve a lower rate on 


1 In the event of an error in a published ad, please 
contact The Brooklyn Papers by the first deadline 
following publication. 


EMPLOYMENT 


Help Wanted 


SALESPEOPLE 

No Mortgage 
Experience Necessary 
Earn Six Figure Income! 

Established Mortgage Co. 
Will train self motivated, 
highly driven individuals. 
Downtown Brooklyn Office, 
work throughout city. 

Call today, your future awaits! 

(718) 488-7400 

or fax resume 718-488-9719 

Rmir* 'NErt 


Storefront/ 
Mirror Mechanic 

Brooklyn location 
Clean Driving License 

(516) 680-5617 


Delivery Manager 

Supervise Brooklyn Papers deliv- 
ery people, verify deliveries, han- 
dle customer inquiries, maintain 
newsboxes and fill in for absent 
drivers when necessary. Must 
have usable vehicle and clean 
driving record. Excellent full-time 
opportunity. Good salary, health 
benefits, vacation. 

Call Ed: (718) 834-9350 x250 


Help Wanted 


Help Wanted - Sales 

Seeking 39 people locally who 


Special Ed/ 
Vision Teacher 

Helen Keller Services for the Blind's 
Preschool program has an opening for 
a NY state certified Special Education 
or Vision Teacher as of February 16, 
2004. Supportive 7:1 ;2 class size for 


ed in Downtown Brooklyn, close to 
many trains. For information; call, fax 
or write to: Gregory Santamoor, 

the Blind. 57 Willoughby Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11201. (718) 522-21 22, 
ext. 323. fax: (718) 522-6983. 


Work near home! 

THE MOST REWARDING JOB 


walking involved. NO CAR 
REQUIRED. Our reps make $40- 
$50,000 by the end of their first year. 
Call and tell us about why this job is 

(718) 834-9350, ext. 204 


Manicurist 

New Day Spa in Park Slope. 
Full time 8i part time positions. 
Fax resume: (646) 638-4589 
or call (917) 685-0742. 


SEPHARDIC HOME 

^ Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Center 

k. UNIT MANAGER Here’s an opportunity for you to utilize 
your nursing and management skills. Must be RN licensed, 
knowledgeable in MDS 2.0, possess PRI assessor #, CPR certified 
a minimum of 2 years geriatric exp. 24-hr coverage 


k. RN & LPN STAFF F/T & P/T evening positions, 3-1 1 shift. 

$3,000 SIGN-ON BONUS 

Forward your resume & cover letter indicating position of 
interest to Attention: Human Resources, The Sephardic 
Nursing & Rehabilitation Center, 2266 Cropsey Avenue, 
Brooklyn, NY 11214, Fax 718-714-4869 or Email: 
vallariog@sephardichome.org * EOE W2M; 


AUTOMOTIVE 


1997 Jeep Cherokee Sport. 

81,000 miles. Runs like new. 
$5,000. (917) 969-9600. w27 _ 02 


BED & BREAKFAST 


An Inviting Friendly and Relaxing 
Place to be while visiting Brooklyn, 
New York. A home away from home. 

Oasc/Oone (718) 434-7628 


CATERING/ 
PRIVATE CHEF 


Are you looking for someone 
to prepare meals for you and 
your family daily? 

I’ll cook while you relax. Cooking for 

kitchen or yours. All cuisines, chef 
trained, 20 years exp. Reasonable. 
Please call Ann. 

(718) 363-5848 


AZURE BLEU 
CREATIONS 

Professional Catering 

by Wids M. Derisma, graduate 
Institute of Culinary Education. 
For holiday parties, romantic din- 
ners or social gatherings of large or 
small groups. 

Call (917) 941-1130 


CHILDREN & 
CHILD CARE 


Child Care Available 


Experienced Sitter with excellent 
references will care for your 
child/chid ren. (718) 237-0684. 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 


Cleaning Svcs Available 


Kiflur ihatiisB 


Home & Office Cleaners 

Bonded, Insured & Investigated 
Residential/Commercial • Daily Housekeeping 
Nanny Services • Parties • Special Occasions 

Avalon de Paris (7is) 630-1221 


SPOTLESS 

KLEANING SERVICES 

We offer exceptional cleaning serv- 

dential and commercial space. Call 
for free estimate (718) 434-1744 
or (347) 683-5148. 
spotlesskleaningsvs@yahoo.com 


DECORATING 


Karen Young Home 

Handcrafted, Custom Made 
Duvet Covers, Decorative 
Pilbws, Dog Beds , etc. 

www.karenyounghome.com 

718-434-7131 

Also event decorations 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Child Care Available 


nfclCHHLV 

^J-antLln isjvcHp) <Z./iU7>ca 


ace and Boreum Hill. Call lien. 

<7t«)4M-«5S2 


The Party Clown & Magician 

Birthday parties and special 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 


INSTRUCTION 


VIOLIN TEACHER 

Juilliard Graduate 
Concert Violinist 

Accepting limited number 
of new students at bis 
Bay Ridge area private studio. 
Flexible Hours • All Levels 
Call (917) 664-2557 R27-04 


TROMBONE/ 
LOW BRASS TEACHER 


^ "(718) 522-1216 R27 . 06 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


EXP. MATH TUTOR 

NYS Cert. Teacher, Math staff developer. 

Overcome Math Anxiety 
Improve Your Grades 

Call Naomi - Will come to you. 

718-755-8474 


TUTORING 

All Subjects • All Grades 
Expert Test Preparation 


HOME TUTOR 

Math, Reading 
Language Arts, 
Social Studies, Test Prep 
Harold 

718-859-3H3 


SAT/PSAT Tutor 

Harvard graduate offers expert SAT 


Steven (718) 707-1033 


Test Prep/Tutor 

SAT • LSAT • GRE 
GMAT • SCIENCE HS EXAMS 
ENGLISH & MATH Tutoring 
All ages; 6 yrs. exp. w/references 
Flex hrs./rates Bklyn or Mhttn. 

Eric (718) 398-7509 




(718) 288-5470 R: 


IMPROVE 
STUDY SKILLS 


Bob Blumenthal 

71 8-499-4787 

Reasonable Rates 


Writing Workshop 


Joan Erskine, CSW 

How to make the lasting 
changes you want in 
love & work 

718-398-6132 


MERCHANDISE 
FOR SAI F. 


Bundy Alto Saxophone, case, and 
new mouthpiece, ideal for begin- 
ners. $400. (718) 638-5264. W 27-o2 


Two mattress & box spring sets. 

Full $145, Queen $175. Still in plas- 
tic. Free immediate delivery. (718) 
979-5340. W27-02 


Now 

Online 


oklyn 

pers.com 


MERCHANDISE 

WANTED 


Antiques & Collectibles 


CASH FOR 
OLD STUFF 


(718) 965-3205 
(718) 636-0595 


L(.)(.)Ki 

OLD CLOCKS & 
WATCHES WANTED 

# Regardless of condition 

Highest prices paid 

212-517-8725 


PERSONAL 

CARE 


Body treatments for well being 

• STRESS RELIEF • 

Park Slope 

( 718 ) 399-6075 

Bayridge 

( 718 ) 836-1357 


PETS 


Need loving home for our sweet 
beagle. Neutered with shots. No 
charge. We just want to place him 
with a loving family. (718) 852- 
4586. w?7 . 0? 


SENECA SMOKES 


Discount Cigarettes 

Cartons start at just $11 

All major brands plus many value brands. 

Full line of chew, cigars, snuff and pipe tobacco. 

Call Toll Free 1-877-234-2447 

Or visit our website at: 

www.senecasmokes.com 


Premium Cigarettes $30. 45/carton 
Value Brands start at S9. 35/carton 
Some as low as $22/carton 

THREE SISTERS SMOKE 

www.MailOrderCigarettes.biz 

Toll Free:l-877-945-2861 

Order today - shipped tomorrow! W 27« 



Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G, Gray, P.C, 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

1 89 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 1 1 201 


Accountants & 
Tax Services 


CAROLYN SCOTT, MBA 
CPA • Attorney at Law 
40 Macon St., BROOKLYN 


718-744-0340 
DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 


Park Slope Office 

718-788-3913 

Melvin Wolfson 

Accounting and Tax Services 

• Preparing tax returns since 1982 


(718) 373-5375 


Jeffrey D. Karan 

Attorney at Law 
32 Court St., Suite 1702 
718-260-9150 
• Wills & Estates • Planning 
• Family Law • Real Estate • Landlord 
• Tenant • Commercial Litigation 
• Accidents • Malpractice • Divorce 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway - 
New York, N’ 


950 


Legal Services 


Free bankruptcy 
consultation 


with 

Richard A. Klass, Esq 


Bankruptcy 
protection gives 
you easy, quick and 
simple debt relief, 
you need a new start, 


call Richard Klass today. 

(718) C0URT-ST 

• - (718)268-7878 



FREE consultation 

-aw Offices of Steven A. Grant 
Call (212) 822-1451 or 
email money 1238@aol.com 



DNA SYSTEMS 



MACINTOSH 


SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY APPEALS 
FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 
NO RECOVERY, NO FEE 


(718) 210-4738 2750 

Windows and Mac 
J Technical Support 

Wired and Wireless network installation. 
Hardware and Software upgrades. Setup 
and configuration of all peripherals 
including iPod and PDFAs. Personalized 

917-204-6963 

info@sabertechnology.com 
For Fast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 


718-998-3548 

email: info@drdata.com 
world wide web: 
http://www.drdata.com R 


Computers 


PC TECH 

• PC Repair 

• Hardware & Software 
troubleshooting 

• Hardware & Software upgrades 

• Replace drives 

• Serial ports • Parallel ports 
•USB grades • Data cables 



(646) 210-3104 
(347) 728-5332 R2?i7 

Mac & PC Tech 

• Experienced • Friendly 

• Attentive • House Calls 

• Network Installations 

• References • $50/hr 

Noah • 917 304-2183 


Computers 


catch '(«1 
coldP 


Call the 
TECH VET! 


HE MAKES 
HOUSE CALLS! 

Flat Rate and Hourly Service 
MAC Specialist 

646-932-3744 

Yes, that’s a local call! 


Typing 


Call BUTLER SECRETARIAL 
IF YOU WANT 
QUICK ACCURATE SERVICE 

• Academic & Professional Papers 
• Manuscripts • Resumes • Etc. 

(718) 369-0078 

Fax: (718) 832-1615 e-mail too! 


To advertise in 
The Brooklyn 
Papers' classifieds 
please call 

( 718 ) 834-9350 


Novelty Items 



DESK ACCESSORIES 
LETTER OPENERS 
POCKET KNIFES 
CALCULATORS 
STRESS BALLS 
SWEATSHIRTS 


CHOCOLATES 
FLASHLIGHTS 
MOUSE PADS 
SUNGLASSES 
GOLF BALLS 
BALLOONS 


CD CASES 
WHISTLES 
KEY TAGS 
T-SHIRT 
GLOVES 
PENCILS 


RULERS 

STRESS 

MUGS 

BAGS 

HATS 

PENS 


Esssi 425 loo 39 Quick Turnaround! 


I 

♦ 


Helping your business get recognized & remembered! 
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[f X iJ_ L LEVEL ONE 

CONSTRUCTION CORP 

i. ^ — V l 1 i Architectural Design • Interior Renovations 

COMMERCIAL 
==G, RESIDENTIAL 

Custom Renovation Specialist 
Licensed & Bonded #0836623 
Fully Insured 

®Mii 1 (917) 847-8307 


Appliance Repair 


Raja Appliance Repair 
WE FIX ALL MAJOR BRANDS: 


REASONABLE, RELIABLE, EST. 1988 

Lie by Dept of Cons. Affrs. #0929744 

(718) 377-1428 W47 


AWARD WINNING LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 


,ot buy 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix Street 
Brooklyn NY 11217 

TEL (718) 596-2379 


Bathtub Reglazing 


Save up to 90% 
replacement cost! 

We reglaze tubs, tiles & sinks, all like 
new. Ready to use in 24 hrs. 


e l 866-252-2847 


lit \uit-*b>w 

Roman & Cellular Shades, Draperies, 
Silhouettes, Luminettes, Blinds, Verticals, 


more than just closets... 
office & pantry/utility design 

718.624.0328 


Timeless 


specialist continuing two genera- 
tions of fine craftsmanship 
Specialties include: 

* Kitchens and Baths 

* Custom Cabinetry and Woodwork 

* Plastering 

* All Flooring and Tile 

* Painting and Faux Finishes 

* Finished basements and additions 

Licensed and Insured 

(718) 979-0913 


at Work 


Kitchen • Bath • Paint • Carpentry 

Fully equipped 
with all trades 


KNOCKOaT 

Renovations 

Lots of References! 

QR Magazine's 
"Top 500 Contractors" 
COMPLETE RENOVATIONS, 
KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, 
All Work Guaranteed 
Licensed by Consumer Affairs 

(718) 745-0722 

www.knockoutrenovation.com 


BAUEN 

CONSTRUCTION 

COMPLETE RENOVATIONS 
KITCHENS • BATHS 
BASEMENTS • ADDITIONS 
CARPENTRY • PAINTING 
WINDOWS • SHEETROCK 
FULLY INSURED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

(718) 668-2063 


CONTRACTOR 

Painting, Kitchens, Bathrooms, 

Roofing, Siding, Tile, Masonry 

CALL TODAY FOR NO 
OBLIGATION FREE ESTIMATE 
10% DISCOUNT w/THIS AD 

(718) 495-2000 W51 


Chris Mullins ^6 
^ Contracting ^ 


Waterproofing 

' 718-2 76-85 58 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 


Cement Work 
License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


DECKS 

b- Bari y; 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Fences Too! • Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 

www.decksbybart.com 


A. Norway 
Electric pp 


Anything In Electric & Hi 


aai 


BERGER 

QUALITY ELECTRIC 


Pfaf ELECTRICAL 
tvt CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 


No Job Too Small 
: amily Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718) 966-4801 


ALECTRA inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


NEG 3 ® 


ised Electrical Con 


Walter Nedd 
Phone: (718) 342-3300 
(800) 624-5189 
www.neddelectric.com 


Floor Maintenance 


ADIRONDACK 
FLOOR SANDING 

Expert Repairs & Installations 

Guaranteed Quality & Satisfaction 
10 Years Serving Brooklyn 

(718) 648-4672 

Alt. #(718) 645-01 12 R27 ^ 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 


shampooed professionally. 
Tile floors stripped & waxed 

718-720-2555 


Bill's Floor Service 

Refinishing • Resurfacing 

Call (718) 238-9064 
(917) 805-8161 

30 years experience 

FREE ESTIMATES 


A & J Carpet Co. 


|m mums 


The Best in Ornamental Iron Works 

All Types of Iron Gates 
Fences/Porches 
Security Doors 
Window Guards/AC Grills 
Sidewalk Trap Doors 
Railing, Steps, Staircases 

Architectural & Structural Steel Works 
Custom Ironworks 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Gardening 


£j p 


Prepare your Garden 
for Next Season! 

Garden Service 
Fall Maintenance - General Cleanup 
Bulb Planting • Fertilization 
Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

Marilyn Manning 

718-753-9741 


CHRIS ROBERTS 

Planting • Pruning 
Fall Cleanup 
15+ yrs. exp. 

(718) 783-2488 

croberts7@nyc.rr.com 


CALL NED 

Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


Handyman 


KBM Contracting 


Handyman 

All types of Home Repair 
Indoors/Outdoors 

10 years dependable service 
No job too big or small 
Free Estimates 
10% discount w/this Ad 

(718) 845-6731 W51 


Heating Oil 


Premium Quality 
Heating Oil Delivered at 
Rock Bottom Prices 

Compare and Save 20% 
Their Price* $1 .47 

Our Price 1.19 

- Mike B. (Brooklyn) ^ 

Chavel Services 

(718) 871-1595 • HU 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 



fa — -*%- 

Locks • Alarms • Gates 


Him® 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING 

Experts on al^kinds^of moving 

(718)339-1339 




ountdln miym 

emry'f-.i-.g on uhLr. 1 nolici 1 

718-544-1973 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 


(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 
Howard Beach, NY 11414 




TOP HAT MOVERS 

718-965-0214 • 718-622-0377 • 212-722-3390 


Do You Need 
2 Men with a Van? 

$200 1/2 day 
$300 full day 

Call (718) 921-6601 


Handyman 

1 

1 

Painting 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


Movers (Licensed) 


I 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


2 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


71 8-139-7 :i«9 

MK Painting 

• Interior & Exterior Painting 

• Sheetrock • Tile • Carpentry 

Home Repair 

Owner operated. Ask for Richard. 

( 917 ) 881-3366 
( 718 ) 745-8196 


<v 

-Lai 


Professional 
aiming 

Restore old surfaces. 
Benjamin Moore Paints used. 
Taping, plastering, wallpaper removal. 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 

Interior/Exterior Painting 
Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 




Finishing Touch 

PAINTING 

OWNER OPERATED 

"Top Quality Work, Dependable 

• WaNpaper RemovaUnd^lnstallation 9 

Call (718) 332-7041 


[] Inter li 


riors 

Painting • Decorative Surface: 
Plastering • Paper Hanging 

FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 

718-522-3534 


Piaster Restoration 

Ornamental • Skim Coating 
Wallpaper • Custom Painting 
Stripping 

(718) 783-4868 

Demetrious 

25 years in Park Slope 


SUNSHINE :« 

NYS Registered 1974 Painter 

718 - 748-6990 

Int./Ext. • Comm./Resid. 
Painting • Plaster • Sheetrock 

Guaranteed Lowest Prices 
Bonded • Insured • Lie# 0933304 

www.sunshinepaintingny.com 


WALSH PLASTERING 

Ornamental Plaster 
Repaired & Restored 


A. Walsh 718-875-3033 




Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 

Ornamental, rur 
and tinted plaster, bkim coa 
& domes and vaulted ceilin 

(718) 322-3436 
(917) 412-5593 

Ask for Fitz 


Custc 


sign & Rc 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
■ CE Plumbing HHI 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 

WE DO IT ALL! 


RESTORATIONS 

Done Reasonably and Well 
Carpentry • Built-Ins^. Paneling 

Ryan & Paul 

718-857-3661 R27 . 2 = 


$8 


Do It The SAFE "Cool" Way 

CRYSTAL ROOFING 

Call For Details and a FREE Estimate 

1-718-238-9433 

1-917-737-9043 

Shingle Roofs Also Installed 
NYC DCA# 1133009 

★ Hollywood ★ 
Construction 
& Roofing 

All types of Roofs 

Gutters • Siding • Waterproofing 
Masonry Restoration 
Leak Specialists - Hot Asphalt Roofs 

(718) 832-9355 
(917) 578-1414 R49 


Sch warn berg er 
Contracting 

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 


718-646-4540 


Rubbish Removal 


Rubbishworks 

"THE BETTER ALTERNATIVE" 
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 

• Houses • Attics 
• Real Estates Welcome 


% 


(866) 884-6000 


GREG'S EXPRESS 
RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Basements Cleaned • Yards 


imercial Stores Welcome! 
Demolition 

0, & 15 yard containers 




Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

67-78224 
CELL 917-416-8322 
Lie: BIC-1180 Fully Insured 
7th year with The Brooklyn Papers 
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Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Baluster/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call; 718 - 893-4006 


Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Indoor/Outdoor, Attics, Basements, 
Garages, etc. Fast, clean, cheap. All 
types. Cleanouts & Home Repairs 

FREE ESTIMATES • 10% OFF HOME REPAIRS 

(718) 659-1844 


ADAX, INC. 

All Waste Removal/Collection 
Residential 

(ho^ne/yard/ gay) 

Recycling • Appliances • Paper 

BIC #1226 • INSURED • FREE EST. 

24 HRS: (917) 533-8306 


Telephone Services 


SAVE UP TO 
$100 OFF 

HOME - OFFICE - BUSINESS 
Inside Telephone Jack & Wiring 
Service - Install - Repair - Sales 
Telephone 8t Intercom System 

(718) 573-5707 

PHONE DOCTORS NYC, LLC 


Upholstery 


jj | -Table Pads 

Free Estimates 

Perfect Touch 
Decorators 

718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 



Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


l ine Woodworks, Inc. 

Quality Custom Woodworking 
Specializing in 


(718) 422-0205 

finewoodworksinc@aol.com 


MAYAN 

WOODWORKS 

By Experienced Cabinetmaker 

• Doors • Bookcases 

• Custom Cabinets 


(718) 510-3408 

FREE ESTIMATES 

sermadera@hotmail.com R27 _ 13 


Wood Stripping 


PeD< 


ALL WOOD MATERIALS 

No job Too Big or Small. 
Reasonable prices. 16 years 

(718) 647-2121 


Full Classifieds | '■\ooklyn 

online at ^ apers CO IT) 
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The Sundance kids 


Indie filmmakers did us proud at 
annual Park City, Utah festival 


By Marian Masone 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

T he gift shop in the Salt Lake City airport 
is called West of Brooklyn. Did the 
owner know that there would be so 
many Brooklyn-based filmmakers attending 
this year’s Sundance Film Festival, down the 
road in Park City? 

During the festival, 
which ran Jan. 16-25, you 
couldn’t swing the press 
credentials hanging around 
your neck without hitting a 
director from Brooklyn. 

From first timers to veter- 
ans of the film festival 
wars, the borough was well 
represented once again. 

Films at Sundance are 
organized into sections, 
and the largest representa- 
tion of Brooklyn filmmak- 
ers was in the documen- 
tary competition, where 
five of them had films vy- 
ing for the best documen- 
tary prize. All are political 



“The Fight’’ seems at first glance to be a 
sports film about the famous rivalry between 
Joe Louis, a black American, and German 
Max Schmeling. But he highlights the politi- 
cal and nationalistic pressures put on the 
men by their respective countries, in addi- 


tion to exploring racism in the U.S. and anti- 
Semitism in Hitler’s pre-WWII Germany. 
Louis and Schmeling fought only two 
matches against one another, but they had 
powerful implications, for the men person- 
ally, and the world at large. 

Goodman has also made films for Public 
Broadcasting’s “Frontline.” “The Fight” is 
his second film to show 
at Sundance. 

“I’m a big sports fan, 
and I love boxing, so this 
subject was particularly 
appealing to me,” he 

Powerful interviews are 
part of what made this 
film such a strong con- 
tender. Goodman found 
friends of Louis and oth- 
ers who witnessed the 
fights. 

“They were easy to get 
to talk, but much harder 
to find,” Goodman said, 
but in Germany “people 
were more cautious talk- 
ing about Schmeling. 
Louis, though, is such a 
hero, especially to African-Americans, that 
folks here loved to talk.” 

Although Schmeling is still living in Ger- 
many, he declined to be interviewed. 

"Deadline," a film documenting the 
process that led to Illinois Gov. George Ryan 
commuting all the state’s death sentences in 


“Tliis...is all that any 
filmmaker can hope 
for— to touch 
the viewers sitting 
in the audience.” 

— Williamsburg’s Joshua 
Marston on winning the 
Sundance audience award 
for best dramatic feature 



Caught in the middle: Shokriea Yaghi and her sons in "Persons of Interest," a docu- 
mentary co-directed by Tobias Perse of Fort Greene. 



January 2003, was made by co-directors 
Kirsten Johnson of Williamsburg and Katy 
Chevigny (of Cobble Hill, till marriage took 
her away). In fact, more than commuting the 
sentences, Ryan gave a blanket clemency to 
the more than 150 prisoners on that state’s 
death row. 

Both filmmakers have backgrounds in po- 
litical and human rights-oriented work, and 
they happened upon these events while they 
were researching the Furman vs. Georgia 
1972 decision that had abolished the death 
penalty in the United States until it was rein- 
stated in 1976. 

“One of our advisors told us of the 
clemency hearings that were going on in 
Chicago,” Johnson told GO Brooklyn. “He 
basically said, ‘Get on a plane and get over 
there.’” They filmed about 18 clemency 
hearings — Ryan had ordered one-hour 
clemency hearings for all death row inmates 
— which presented “a remarkable opportuni- 
ty,” Johnson said. 

“The first couple of days it was standard 
coverage. All the media was there. But after- 
wards, the mainstream media left, and it was 
just us. It was amazing — we were allowed 
to treat it as a narrative film and move 
around the room with our camera, and things 
would just happen as we were filming [such 
as ardent pleas to spare the lives of loved 
ones],” she said. 

When the governor decided to hold these 
hearings (having the notion that there were 
big problems with the capital punishment 
system in the state), he had a true deadline — 
his last day in office — and he had to make a 
decision by then. 

Johnson spoke of the defining experience 
of the clemency hearings, “The governor 
didn’t do it lightly — you knew that. They 
started by finding those who were actually 



Brooklyn in Utah: Brooklyn filmmakers and 
films set in Brooklyn flooded this year's Sun- 
dance Film Festival including: (top left to 
right) "Everyday People" featuring Bridget 
Barkan; "Maria Full of Grace" featuring 
Catalina Sandino Moreno with director 
Joshua Marston; and "Gowanus Brooklyn" 
starring Shareeka Epps and Karen Chilton. 
(At left) "Lbs." writer-star Carmine Famigli- 
etti and (above) director Matthew Bonifacio. 


innocent and stopping their executions, but 
then realized that there was a problem with 
the entire justice system.” 

As for Sundance, Johnson felt that there 
was strong support for the film. 

“We were delighted by how many people 
stayed after the screening for questions. They 
had some surprising responses,” she said. An 
NBC executive who attended one of the 
screenings told her it was the fairest and most 
balanced view of the death penalty that he 
had seen. 

Director Shola Lynch doesn’t live in 
Brooklyn (although as a teenage track star 
she ran many races at Pratt Institute), but the 
subject of her documentary, “Chisholm '72: 
Unbought and Unbossed’’ is about a 
Brooklyn original — Shirley Chisholm who, 
in 1968, became the first black woman elect- 
ed to Congress. 

Lynch’s film follows Chisholm’s run for 
the presidency in 1972, which inspired 
hordes of people to get involved in politics 
when they discovered, through her cam- 
paign. that they could make a difference. One 
recalls how inspiring Chisholm was — this 
petite woman, looking less like a radical than 
anyone you can imagine, trying to wrest pol- 
itics from the power brokers, and put it in the 
hands of the people. 

Lynch was moved to make the film when 
she heard of Chisholm’s birthday on the ra- 
dio. And how she located her subject could 
be a film in itself. 

“I was at a bar with some girlfriends, and 
we started chatting up this cute guy,” said 
Lynch. “Turns out his mother had just hosted 
a barbecue for Chisholm in Florida, where 
the former congresswoman now lives!” 

“Persons of Interest,” from Tobias 
Perse, of Fort Greene (and Alison Maclean of 
See SUNDANCE on page 18 


DANCE 
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Dance party 

Bill T. Jones/ Amie Zane Dance Company cele- 
brates its 20th anniversary beginning Feb. 3 at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music with a rare look back 
consisting of four repertory works and three New 
York premieres, including a new solo performed by 
Jones, “Chaconne.” 

This dance company is making its seventh ap- 
pearance at BAM, where it all began in 1982 with 
the world premiere of “Intuitive Momentum,” a col- 
laboration with jazz drummer Max Roach at the 
BAM Next Wave: New Masters Series. 

Among the premieres in program A, on Feb. 3 at 
7:30 pm, is “Reading, Mercy and The Artificial 
Nigger,” (based on Flannery O’Connor’s 1955 short 
story “The Artificial Nigger”) which includes O’- 
Connor’s text read aloud by Susan Sarandon as well 
as piano, strings and electronic score by Daniel 
Bernard Roumain. 

Program B’s repertory lineup will include “The 
Gift/No God Logic,” on Feb. 5 at 7:30 pm, with the 
company joined by former members Arthur Aviles, 
Sean Curran and Heidi Latsky — the work’s origi- 
nal performers. The Feb. 5 performance will also 
feature special musical guests Cassandra Wilson, 
Vernon Reid and DJ Spooky. 

There will be an additional performance of pre- 
mieres on Feb. 6 at 7:30 pm and more repertory 
works will be performed Feb. 7 at 7:30 pm. 

A BAMdialogue with Bill T. Jones, his collabo- 
rators and company members — free with that 
evening’s performance ticket — follows the Feb. 5 
and Feb. 6 shows. 

The Brooklyn Academy of Music is located at 
30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene. Tickets are $25 and $50. For tickets, call 
(778) 636-4100 or visit www.bam.org. 

— Lisa J. Curtis 


OPERA 


Youth culture 

You don’t have to convince Jay D. Meetze (pic- 
tured) of the worthiness of Mozart’s ‘The Marriage 
of Figaro.” 

“There are many reasons it’s considered one of 
the greatest operas ever written,” the artistic director 
of the Opera Company of Brooklyn says. “The mu- 
sic is spectacular, it’s appropriate for younger voic- 
es, it’s full of timeless comedy and the purity of the 
characters is remarkable . . . then there’s the second 

As if to prove his point, Meetze and his company 
will present a fiilly staged, traditional production of 
Mozart’s immortal comic opera Feb. 6 and Feb. 8 at 
NYC College of Technology’s Voorhees Theatre. 

Meetze, who is also conducting, explains his 
plans for performing 
such an immortal work 
of art. 

“We cut a little bit 
of the recitative parts 
and we cut a couple of 
arias,” Meetze says. “I 
do believe opera should 
be done in the original 
form, but younger lis- 
teners have shorter at- 
tention spans, so I take 
quicker tempi, but nev- 
er so fast that it makes 
singers speed up too 
much. And with 
Mozart, it’s not such a 
big deal, because he was a young composer.” 
(Mozart was 30 when “Figaro” premiered, five 
years before his death.) 

Alluding to disagreements with the musicians’ 
union over using a “virtual orchestra” for previous 
performances, Meetze describes his “Figaro” or- 
chestra: “We have a wonderful, 10-piece orchestra, 
a wind quartet and a complement of strings.” But he 
makes no apologies for using enhancements — Sin- 
fonia virtual orchestra technology — to help play 
Mozart’s sublime score. 

“Technology allows a small company like us to 
present these great operas,” he insists. 

The Opera Company of Brooklyn presents 
Mozart's "The Marriage of Figaro" on Feb. 6 at 8 
pm, and Feb. 8 at 3 pm, at the Voorhees The- 
atre, 1 86 Jay St. at Tillary Street in Downtown 
Brooklyn]. Tickets are $25, $20 Brooklyn resi- 
dents, $10 students with ID and $5 Brooklyn stu- 
dents with ID. For more information, visit 
www.operabrooklyn.com or call (212) 567-3283. 

— Kevin Filipski 




htn us for Valentine s Day! 

UCINA 


Chef Michael Fiore offers a prix fixe 
dinner in a romantic setting. 
Make your reservations early. 


256 Fifth Ave. (at carroii St.) 718-230-0711 Open for Dinner: Tues thru Sun Free Valet Parking BHBF^ 
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What’s inside 
that counts 


Grand Central is good but 
still working out the kinks 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

S ome restaurants open like Athena 
popping forth from Zeus’ head — 
fully formed and ready for battle. 
Others, like Grand Central, a restaurant 
and bar in Williamsburg, take longer to 
evolve. 

Opened just three months ago, Grand 
Central hasn’t reached the heights its 
owners, Jesse and Marea Alverio, hoped 
for. Their first chef, Brian Perry, formerly 
of A1 Di La in Park Slope, stuck around 
just long enough to put a few panini on 
the menu before 
leaving with his 
butterscotch cara- 
mel cheesecake. 

Justin Avery, 
the new man in 
the kitchen, a for- 
mer military ser- 
geant from Louis- 
iana with the buzz 
cut, “Yes ma’ms” 
and “No ma’ms” 
to prove it — isn’t 
quite a chef yet. Working behind the 
stove is new to him, and while he’s 
earnest, his output needs fine-tuning. 

The waitress, charming but a little 
green, handed us menus as we entered 
with an “Um, here.” 

And Grand Central isn’t a neighbor- 
hood hangout yet either, although the 
Alverios designate a different activity 
each evening hoping to draw the locals 
inside — witness the two guys shoot- 
ing pool during a Thursday evening 


“tournament.” 

The Alverios’ first venture, The Pour- 
House, a bar in Williamsburg that 
opened in 1999, does not have a kitchen. 
When PourHouse patrons get hungry, 
they’re offered takeout menus so they 
can drink beer and have pizza, too — de- 
livered right to their barstools. 

“[With Grand Central] the goal was to 
offer the neighborhood another bar 
where pool players and poets would feel 
right at home, but with much more,” 
says Jesse. 

Once the stick-wielders and word- 
smiths realize Grand Central is both a 
restaurant and a 
bar — there was 
some confusion at 
first, as up until 
Dec. 21, when the 
dining room tables 
were traded for so- 
fas, a passerby 
peering into the 
window would see 
a long room with 
only tables — 
they’ll amble over 
for the 12 draught beers and 19 bottled 
ones, and a small but well-chosen wine 
fist. In the spring, when the garden is 
complete, patrons can sit outdoors with a 
glass of pinot grigio and panino. 

While indoors. I’d pass on the winter 
menu’s green salad of fresh mixed let- 
tuce in an under-salted dressing that 
needed vinegar. Instead, go for the 
shrimp dip with crisp slices of Italian 
bread. It’s cocktail party fare circa 1965 
— served in a small white bowl atop a 


DINING 


Grand Central (659 Grand St. at 
Manhattan Avenue in Williamsburg) ac- 
cepts Visa, MasterCard and American 
Express. Entrees: $7-$8.50. Grand Cen- 
tral serves dinner from Tuesday through 
Sunday; Saturday and Sunday brunch is 
served 10 am-4 pm. Bar service only on 
Mondays. For information, call (718) 
387-5515. 
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large platter ringed with the toast. The 
dip is pretty in pink, creamy with an af- 
ter-bite of horseradish and Worcester- 
shire sauce. The only thing missing is a 
sprinkling of paprika; no ‘60s hostess 
would omit that touch. 

A few garnishes on the main course 
plating would go a long way. Williams- 
burg is (or was) an artists’ community, 
so visuals are important. 

On its own, the panino, a pressed 
sandwich and Grand Central’s one en- 
tree offering, isn’t much to look at. Un- 
like other sandwiches where the layers 
of filling are visible, a panino’s sealed 
edges cover most of its ingredients — 
essentially, it’s a beige square cut into 
two triangles. To make it appealing, the 
sandwich needs a litde garnish, either a 
small mound of greens drizzled with 
tart vinaigrette, a few slices of ripe 
fruit, maybe a ramekin of coleslaw, 
even a pickle, to enhance its looks. 

Still, it’s what is inside that really 
counts. And what’s inside Grand Cen- 
tral’s panino is pretty good. Leg of 


Take a dip: (Top left) Grand Central 
owner Jesse Alverio near the bowling 
game in his Williamsburg restaurant- 
lounge. (Top right) Chef Justin Avery's 
shrimp dip, made with shrimp, cocktail 
sauce, horseradish, cream cheese, 
Monterey cheese, cheddar cheese 
and scallions, is paired with a Louis 
Jadot Macon Chardonay. (At left) The 
Nena Cubana panino is enjoyed with 
Arbita Turbodog dark brown ale. 


lamb is braised in port wine and topped 
with browned sage butter and Swiss 
cheese. The wine tempers the taste of 
the meat and the butter and cheese add 
a bit of luxury. 

With a glass of cold beer, the Nena 
Cubana, or Cuban sandwich, of tender, 
sweet pork shoulder, slices of ham, 
Swiss cheese and pickle topped with 
spicy, cumin-flavored mojo dressing, 
makes a fine light dinner. 

The portobello sandwich of 
caramelized onions, roasted peppers, 
slices of mozzarella and thick pieces of 
mushroom, would be better with a 
smear of pesto or something garlicky to 
elevate it from the doldrums. 

For total carbohydrate meltdown, 
there’s the s’more dessert. (S’more, as 
in, “I want some more.”) If you joined 
the scouts, this particular sweet — 
chocolate and marshmallows sand- 
wiched between graham crackers — 
will be nostalgia-tinged. If you were 
too cool for any of that, you may want 
to skip this gooey dessert. It’s a s’more 
all right — a grilled milk chocolate 
sandwich spread with marshmallow 
fluff — that doesn’t cut it as an adult 

Right now, Grand Central feels like 
anything but, which isn’t a bad thing. In 
a neighborhood where restaurants have 
indoor pools and every bartender 
shakes a flavor-of-the-week martini, it’s 
still refreshing to find a quiet place for 
a beer and a decent sandwich. 


Game plan 


Instead of parking yourself in front 
of your TV on Superbowl Sunday with 
a slice of mediocre pizza and a beer, 
why not go to 200 Fifth in Park Slope 
where you can park yourself in front of 
10 TVs and enjoy an all-night open 
bar, the camaraderie of your fellow 
Brooklynites and an all-you-can-eat 
buffet for $40? 

While you’re cheering for either the 
New England Patriots, the Carolina 
Panthers or the megabucks commer- 
cials, you can sample one — or all — of 
the restaurant’s 40 beers in bottles and 
on tap including Magic Hat No. 9 (a de- 
licious brew that tastes faintly of apri- 
cots), Double Diamond and Bluepoint. 

Pair the booze with eight different 
hot dishes — including must-have-for- 


football-watching food like Buffalo 
wings, meatball hoagies and beef 
kabobs — and you’re set for Super 
Sunday. 

The debauchery begins at 6:30 pm, 
on Feb. 1, and ends “whenever,” says 
owner Mark Gerbush. 

It’s a bargain, sport. 

200 Fifth (200 Fifth Ave. between 
Union and Berkley streets in Park 
Slope) accepts Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express and Discover. En- 
trees: $6.50-$17.95. The restaurant 
serves dinner seven nights a week and 
lunch on Fridays, from 11:30 am to 
3:30 pm. Brunch is served Saturdays 
and Sundays, from 11 am to 4 pm. For 
information, call (718) 638-0023 and 
(718) 638-2925. — Tina Barry 


BROOKLYN 

• a Neighborhood 

"■ W ^ Dining Guide 


This week: 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS/ 
DOWNTOWN 


Alicia’s Cafe &. Eatery 

10 Columbia PI. at Joralemon Street, (718) 532- 
0069 (DC, Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: $13417.* 
Owner Wayne Anderson opened Alicia's, on charm- 
ing, residential Columbia Place, in October 2001. 
It's worth the trip off the beaten track — down at 
the end of Joralemon Street — to get to Chef 
Sebastian Chaoui's French-Thai-American menu. 



Desserts include chocolate fondant cake with cof- 
fee-flavored custard and apples and pears coated 
with caramel in a reversed pie. 

Open for lunch Monday through Friday, dinner 
Tuesday through Sunday and weekend brunch 


Archives 

333 Adams St. at Tillary Street, (718) 222-6543, 
www.marriott.com/nycbk (AmEx, DC, Disc, MC, 
Visa) Entrees: $17-$32. 

Brooklyn hotel is elegant, with comfortable seating. 
Archives offers a wide variety of seafood, pasta, 
poultry, beef and vegetarian dishes for every taste. 
A typically hearty entree by executive chef Walter 
Plender is the barbecued Australian rack of lamb 
with grilled polenta and mixed vegetables. Other 
indulgences include the Sunday Champagne 
brunch. Open daily for breakfast, lunch and dinner. 

Balzar 

60 Henry St. at Cranberry Street, (718) 243- 
2010 (AmEx, MC, Visa) Entrees: $8.95-$18. 

Chef Miguel Leon describes the cuisine of Balzar, 
which opened in the summer of 2003, as "a little 
Mediterranean, a little Italian, a little French." Enjoy 
tapas in the bar and lounge area. A standout appe- 
tizer is the eggplant rollatini filled with fresh ricotta 

entree is chockfull of seafood. End your meal with 
a pear and chocolate tart or zabaglione gelato 
served in a martini glass. The decor features wood 
tables, pewter chandeliers and a rustic, tiled floor, 

Balzar offers a weekend brunch menu, available from 
11 am to 3 pm. Open daily for lunch and dinner. 

Gage &, Tollner 

372 Fulton St. at Jay Street, (718) 875-5181, 
www.GageandTollner.com (AmEx, MC, Visa) 
Entrees: $14.95-$26.95 

Gage & Tollner, an atmospheric Brooklyn land- 
mark that dates back to 1879, features arched 
mirrors, red velvet wallpaper and brass, gas-lit 
chandeliers. Restaurateur Joseph Chirico took 
over in 1995 and completely restored the interior 
to its original splendor. Whether you love a great 
steak or you're a seafood fan. Gage 8c Tollner has 
what you're craving with old-fashioned, top-notch 
service. By the time the dessert cart is rolled to 
your table, you'll be making plans for your next 
visit. Free valet parking. 


Henry’s End 

44 Henry St. at Cranberry Street, (718) 834-1776 
(AmEx, DC, Disc, MC, Visa) Entrees: $15.95422.95. 





= Full review available at 

\Z rooklyn 

^ * a P® rs com 

Abbreviation Key: AmEx= American 
Express, DC= Diner's Club, Disc= Discover 
Card, MC= MasterCard, Visa= Visa Card 



Burgers and 18 beers on tap at the 
Waterfront Ale House. 


wild mushrooms. Warm up with the New Orleans 
turtle soup with sherry. Make sure to visit Henry's 
End in the fall and winter (October-March) for the 

herb-crusted elk and pepper-crusted venison are 
legendary. Open daily for dinner. 

Kapadokya 

142 Montague St. at Henry Street, (718) 875-221 1 
(AmEx, MC, Visa) Entrees: $ 11.50419.95 .* 

The Turkish restaurant Kapadokya is a thrilling 
change of pace for lunch or dinner on Montague 
Street. Take in the antique, imported decor and 
furnishings, some as old as 150 years. The staff 
dress in elaborate costumes, enhancing the feel- 
ing that you're no longer in Brooklyn. And have 
you ever smoked a hookah, a la the caterpillar in 
Alice in Wonderland? Here's your chance — the 
bar offers dinner patrons a hookah-full of flavored 
tobacco for $1 3.95, to be smoked al fresco when 

The food is Middle Eastern in style, with smoked 
and sweet flavors that make the chicken, beef, 
lamb and vegetable dishes distinctly Turkish. Top 
off your meal with a famous Turkish coffee, a tiny 
cup of thick, rich bitter java. 

Enjoy the belly dancing on Friday and Saturday 
nights. 

La Traviata 

139 Montague St. at Clinton Street; 161 
Joralemon St. at Clinton Street, (718) 858-4100, 
www.latraviatatogo.com (AmEx, DC, Disc, MC, 
Visa) Entrees: $9.50-$14.50. 

This is a great father-and-son act. Ralph Tommaso 

popular Brooklyn Heights eateries, and this inter- 
est can be seen in every detail — from the marble 
fountain in the rear patio to the friendly staff and 
ample menu. La Traviata offers all those dishes 
that have made Italy a gourmand's delight — 
chicken alia Marsala, veal scaloppini, shrimp 
scampi. Lighter fare includes thin-crust pizza with 
an extensive selection of toppings. Delivery serv- 
ice via phone or the Web site. Sidewalk cafe seats 
available in season. 

Lichee Nut 

162 Montague St. at Clinton Street, downstairs, 
(718) 522-5565 (AmEx, MC, Visa) Entrees: $6-$12. 
This Brooklyn Heights Chinese restaurant has had 

out has maintained the high quality that keeps 
customers coming back for over 20 years. Owner 
Jerry Shen has dedicated himself to keeping the 
restaurant's fare authentic. Chef Eric Wu cooks in 
both Szechuan and Cantonese styles and pre- 
pares a broad spectrum of dishes that include 
Cantonese-style beef short ribs and the house 
special — a generous plate of jumbo shrimp 
sauteed with Chinese vegetables and lichee nuts 


Waterfront Ale House 

155 Atlantic Ave. at Henry Street, (718) 522- 
3794, www. waterfrontalehouse. com, (Am Ex, 

MC, DC, Visa) Entrees: $10.95-$20.95. ★ 

Since 1989, the Waterfront Ale House has 
embraced its pub status, offering 1 8 beers on tap 
and 50 to 60 different bottles. But with the help 
of local chef Jim Takacs, they are able to go well 
beyond the usual bar fare. There are the obliga- 





A Gallery of Hand-Crafted 
Artisanal Jewelry 
featuring the work of 
American and 
International Artists 



Jewelry as 
Unique as Tout 


165 COURT STREET 
(BET. PACIFIC & DEAN) 
COBBLE HILL, BROOKLYN 
71 8 •852*5777 
STORE HOURS: 

CLOSED: FRI & SAT 



329 Atlantic Aver us 
713.502.0926 


ilates.com 

vit&Ufy. . . {french. . .tjrA&e*. . 
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Call 718-859-2141 



Parking is available. Dine in or take out. 

DON’T MISS THIS TUESDAY’S SPECIAL! 


COMJ) £ Qp&c&btm 

301 Graham Avenue (»,«,&) EEEI 


insksL 

«feL 


236 7th A' 
718) 


Spiritual 


SHAB BATON 

"Towards A More 
Meaningful Life" 

with KaDDi bimon Jacooson 



$ 5 for 5 

Workouts 


For just $5, try 5 days 
of non-stop fitness. 


work out in our coed fitn 
or swim in our 60' indoor pool. 



Hurry, Off er Ends 
Thursday, Feb. 26, 2004 



YWCA 30 Third Ave.@ Atlantic Ave. 
of Brooklyn (718) 875-1 1 90 ext. 225 


Where to GO 


!_ _ 
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life 

IS. 








17 


BROOKLYN 

Nightlife 


Check out why 

Al Roker and the Food Network 
recently named us the 

Sandwich Kins 

Free pint of Brookyn Lager 


Zagat rated. Vegetarian friendly! 

By^rr 718.85X1950 

■I 195 Fifth Ave - between 

Union St. & Berkeley St. 

Mon-Sun, 12pm-1 0pm 
sandwich • wine bar free delivery all day! 



BIG halftime buffet ' 


I Enjoyteoun* of DJs Mondays: MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL 

I Thursdays: 4 & BLUES 

playing hip hop, 

_ fegg ae & more y v 


Fridays: LADIES FREE 


i/e Feature Continental Cuisine, 
prepared by Chef Mendy, 
formerly of The Grocery and 
Knickerbocker's Grill 

200 Fifth Ave 

(between Union & Berkeley) 

638-2925 


40 Beers on Tap, 

23 TVs, 1 Great Place! 
OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK FOR DINNER: 



Did you know... 



Does Your Contractor 

^ Need Repair? 

m — ■ 


Contractors often leave the job half done or fail 
to do the quality job promised. Our job is to 
repair these contractors. We sue plumbers, 

electricians, roofers, painters, carpenters, 
cabinetmakers and more. Most matters 
handled for $500-$2,000 (without trial). 

Call 888-SueContractor 

or 212-766-6300 

EIGES, GOLDBLUM & FEDER, LLP 

Attorneys at Law 
225 Broadway Suite 1607 

WE FIX CONTRACTORS New York, NY 10007 
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Oh, what a ‘Night’ 

Waterloo Bridge Theatre Company r e-invigor ates 
Shakespeare s i Twelfth Night 9 with fresh approach 


By Paulanne Simmons 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

T he Waterloo Bridge The- 
atre Company’s recently 
acquired performance 
space in Park Slope is smaller 
than many people’s living 
rooms. The stage has only a 
few overhead lights and does 
not have a curtain. Yet it is in 
this tiny theater that some of 
the liveliest and most innova- 
tive Shakespeare you have 
ever seen is being performed. 

The company’s current pro- 
duction, ‘Twelfth Night,” is di- 
rected by Michael Hagins, who 
also stepped into the role of Sir 
Toby Belch after the actor who 
was originally cast suffered an 
injury. It features a troupe that is 
superb down to the most minor 

Written in 1600, when 
Shakespeare was 36 and leav- 
ing his youth behind, “Twelfth 
Night” stands on the optimistic 
belief that love conquers and 
cures all, and is tempered by the 
sure knowledge that lovers are 
often foolish and fickle and life 
is frequently unpredictable. The 
play is based on an old, Italian 
comedy, “Gl’Ingannati” (1537), 

which Shakespeare 

had already used for 
‘Two Gentlemen of 
Verona.” Like most 
of Shakespeare’s 
comedies, its central 
conflict involves 
disguises and mis- 
taken identity and is 
resolved by suitable 



The play also has one of 
Shakespeare’s most amusing 
subplots: the clever scheming of 
Olivia’s drunken uncle Sir Toby 
Belch; Sir Andrew Aguechcck, 
a knight he has introduced into 
Olivia’s household in the hope 
he may win her hand; and 
Olivia’s waiting woman, Maria 
— all of who want to get even 


THEATER 


The Waterloo Bridge Theatre Compa- 
ny's production of "Twelfth Night" plays 
through Feb. 8, Thursdays through Satur- 
days at 8 pm, and Sundays at 3 pm. Tickets 
are $15, $10 students. The Waterloo 
Bridge Playhouse is located at 475 Third 
Ave. at 1 0th Street in Gowanus. For reser- 
vations, call (212) 502-0796. 


‘Twelfth 
Night,” Sebastian and his twin 
sister Viola are shipwrecked off 
the coast of Elyria, each believ- 
ing the other has perished. After 
Viola is rescued by a sea cap- 
tain, she disguises herself as a 
boy, Cesario, and becomes the 
page of Qrsino, duke of Illyria. 

As Orsino’s page, Cesario is 
sent to the home of the rich 
countess Olivia, who is in a sev- 
en-year mourning period for her 
dead brother. There he is to ad- 
vance the suit of the lovesick 
duke. Olivia doesn’t budge in 
regards to the duke but falls in- 
stantly in love with Cesario. 


.era " 5 


with Olivia’s steward, whose 
name, Malvolio, meaning “ill 
will,” explains their attitude. 

Presiding over this messy sit- 
uation is Olivia’s clown, Feste, 
the fool whose profound wis- 
dom is probably Shakespeare’s 

Hagins has made only two 
noteworthy changes to Shake- 
speare’s script. He has turned 
Malvolio into a Mafioso-type 
bodyguard (the fantastic Bmno 
Campolo) dressed in a black 
suit and toting an impressive 
handgun. 

And Antonio, the sea captain 


who rescues Sebastian, has be- 
come Antonia, whom Elizabeth 
Vocam creates as a feisty, irre- 
pressible young lady madly in 
love with the man she saves 
from the sea. These changes 
work so well and seem so fit- 
ting. it almost seems that Shake- 
speare should have considered 
them himself. 

Given the almost bare set 
(limited to two square boxes 
that serve as stools), minimum 
costuming (Sebastian and Viola 
— as Cesario — wear jump- 
suits and the clown wears a 
jester’s cap) and the intimacy of 
the theater, the audience cannot 
help but concentrate on the ac- 
tors’ delivery of the Bard’s mag- 
nificent lines and the physicality 
of the actions that accompany 

Of the principals, Robyn 
Berg’s Olivia is passionate and 
hilariously extravagant in stark 
contrast to the decided compo- 
sure of Julie Ann McMiEan’s 
Viola/Cesario. Cohn Pritchard 
creates a sufficiendy smug and 
self-centered Orsino, but could 
have come in a little heavier on 
the lovesick sighs that accom- 
pany lines like, “If music be the 
food of love, play on.” 

Likewise, neither Hagins nor 
Patrick Egan, as Sir Andrew 
Aguecheek. made their charac- 
ters outrageous enough to bring 



STJTEft mWL XXXVM AT 
f HE UQHTHOTTSE HAVE KM 


FREE BUFFET AT HALF TIME! 
“ TRY OUR FAMOUS WINGS! 

Four Tint nci-eentva 
iT iinr-wurt iwmtt 


CRAFTS: Pottery & Stemware 
led Glass • Silks & Wearables 
Jewelry • Wood • Paper 


221 Q Court Street (corner of Warren St.) 
■srf'Tn • Open: Tue-Sat 11-7; Sun 1 1-6 • (718) 330-0343 


245 fifth avenue 

bet. Carroll & Garfield 

718-788-8070 
major credit cards accepted 




Put up your dukes: Toby Belch (Patrick J. Egan) and Viola (Julie Ann McMillan) reluc- 
tantly fight it out in Waterloo Bridge Theatre Company's "Twelfth Night." Artistic Director 
J. Brandon Hill looks on. 


out all the humor inherent in 
those roles. Sir Toby Belch 
stands next to Falstaff as one of 
Shakespeare’s bawdiest, and at 
the same time wisest, clowns. 
And his sidekick, the worthy 
knight, is certainly one of 
Shakespeare’s biggest jerks. 
When playing either of these in- 
dividuals, it’s almost impossible 

Having mentioned these mi- 
nor fadings, it is important to 
emphasize that frequently this 
production relies on supporting 
characters as a major source of 
laughter. Elizabeth Munn as 
Maria, woman to Olivia; Caro- 
line Price as Fabian, servant to 
Olivia; and Rick Redondo as 
Feste (who also sings and plays 
the guitar beautifudy) all make 
major contributions to the fast 
pace and high pitch of the pro- 
duction. 

Like many people over a cer- 
tain age, this reviewer has seen 
“Twelfth Night” more times 
than she would care to count. 
Nevertheless, the Waterloo 
Bridge Theatre Company has 
brought an excitement and orig- 
inality to this play that makes it 
fresh and new once again. For 
all those fearful of braving the 
cold to get to this somewhat 
out-of-the-way playhouse, re- 
member: there’s nothing like 
laughter to keep you warm. 


Celebrate 

Valentine's (Day 

Saturday, February 14th 

in an ‘Elegant and (Romantic setting 
with a fireplace, live piano music 
and a special a la carte Valentine 
menu featuring a unique 
Valentine dessert. 

Marco Polo Ristorante 

345 Court St. (comer of Union) 
‘MaRe (Reservations Early 
Call (718) 852-5015 

Visit our meSsite: 
uww.FdarcoFoto'Ristorante.a 
S«»im • (Free Vaiet ‘Farming 


Retail & wholesale 

MEATS 


FRESH CUT MEAT & POULTRY DAILY 


Specialty cuts are no problem! 

/ Fine Dry-Aged Steaks 

Proudly supplying 
Brooklyn ’s and 
Manhattan ’s 
finest restaurants 

Satisfying customers for 40 years 



Imported 

Gourmet 

cheeses 
pastas 
olive oils 
spices & 


rtWri 


Variety of 

Exotic 

Game 

Wild Boar 
Kangaroo 
Alligator 


Los Paisanos Meat Market - 

3.62 Smith St. (bet. Wycoff& Bergen) • (7X8) 85 



Freddie McGregor 

Saturday - January 24, 2004 • 8pm 


Principals and Soloists 
of the Royal Danish Ballet 

with special guest Nikolaj Hubbe, 
New York City Ballet 

Sunday - January 25, 2004 • 2pm 


Max Levinson, piano 

Sunday - February 1, 2004 • 2pm 


Flamenco Vivo Carlota Santana 

Saturday - February 7, 2004 • 8pm 

The Fantastiks 

Sunday - February 22, 2004 • 2pm 


mgnmgm 

Tuesday -Saturday l-6pm 
Group Sales 718.951.4600 x26 


for complete season brooklyncenter.com & D | 


Brooklyn Heights 

Jewish International 
Film Festival 

Brooklyn Heights Jewish International Film Festival explores Jewish issues through fine 
films of artistic excellence. We seek to examine universal Jewish themes through 
post-film dialogue with directors, actors, filmmakers, critics and scholars. 



Saturday, February 7, 2004 • 8:00 pm - 10:00 pm 

Schmelvis: In search of Elvis Presley’s Jewish Roots (2001) 

Director: Max Wallace: Canada • Runtime: 76 minutes: MPAA Rating: Not Rated 



Saturday, February 14, 2004 • 8:00 pm - 10:00 pm 
Welcome to the Waks Family (2002) 

Director: Barbara Chobodsky; Australia • Runtime: 52 minutes; MPAA Rating: Not Rated 

With 17 children from the same two parents, the Orthodox Waks family is one of Australia’s largest. Everyday life in the Waks 


Saturday, February 21, 2004 • 8:00 pm - 10:00 pm 
One Day in September (1999) 



Free Admission • Reservations Requested 

Contact Simcha: (718) 596-4840 xl5 • e-mail: jewishrevolution@aol.com 
Congr. B’nai Avraham • 117 Remsen Street 














REAL ESTATE 


APARTMENTS 


INSURANCE 


Bay Ridge 

Luxury 3 BR apt , top floor, 2 family 



PSYCHOTHERAPY 

OFFICES 

Prime Brooklyn Heights loca- 
tion. Excellent views. Newly 
renovated. Furnished or 
unfurnished. F/T, ?U, hourly. 

(718) 488-0748 

HOUSES 


Open House / Bklyn 


Kensington 

OPEN HOUSE. Sunday 2/1, 1- 
4pm. 51 Louisa St. (off Dahill 
Rd). Semi det brk income pro- 
ducer bit 21x79. Owner enjoys 
large 3 bdrm/2 bath apt, new 
kitchen + dinette & large rear 
deck + 2100/mo income + 
driveway. $799K. BRISMAN 
REALTY. 

(718) 677-0988 


r $ the i 

BR0WNST0NE 

.flGENEYING. 

X32 Old Slip NewTfork.NY 10005 
Call 212-962-5620 


HOUSES 


For Sale / South Carolina 


The numbers just don't lie... 

Five beautiful islands 
Eight hundreed fifty acres of water 
+ Forty homesites allowed on the entire lake 


= One Rare and Exclusive find 

a South Carolina 

For Sale by Owner 

2,500 Luxurious Sq.Ft. 3 BR / 2 'h Baths 
On the Water $339,000 

Call Hunter for pictures and more details. 

( 800 ) 868-1615 

mobile (803) 283-7373 

www.diamondpointedeals.com 




Continued from page 12 
the West Village), gives voice 
to Muslim immigrants de- 
tained by the U.S. government 
after the Sept. 11, 2001 terror- 
ist attacks. In “Heir to an Ex- 
ecution,” Brooklynite Ivy 
Meeropol, granddaughter of 
Ethel and Julius Rosenberg 
(who were executed as spies in 
1953) creates a personal film 
from a highly charged political 
period in U.S. history. 

Another documentary, “Let 
the Church Say Amen,” ap- 
peared in the American Spec- 
h-um section. This film about a 
Washington, D.C., parish that 
is the heart of its community 
was made by director David 
Petersen, of Park Slope, and 
producer Mridu Chandra, of 
Clinton Hill. 


Chandra told GO Brooklyn 
that both she and Peterson 
have lived in Washington. 

“We wanted to make a film 
about the city that dashed 
stereotypes,” she said. “David 
makes films about community 
and I make films about people 
who try to change the world. 
Together, we told the story of 
this poor church in the shadow 
of the White House where 
people are trying to take con- 
trol of their lives.” 

Also in American Spectrum 
were Jim McKay’s “Every- 
day People” and “Lbs ," the 
first feature by Midwood’s 
Matthew Bonifacio. McKay 
doesn’t live in Brooklyn (al- 
though he is looking for a 
place in Park Slope), but his 
story of the Jewish owner of a 


New storytellers: (Left) Grayland Johnson, a former death row inmate now serving life 
without parole, in "Deadline," a documentary co-directed by Williamsburg's Kirsten John- 
son. (Right) "Brother to Brother," featuring Anthony Mackie as Perry, by Boerum Hill 
writer-director Rodney Evans, won two Special Jury prizes. 


Brooklyn restaurant that caters 
to a black clientele feels so 
true that one would think he 
was bom and raised here. The 
owner’s decision to sell to a 
big developer creates difficult 
choices for everyone — work- 
ers and customers alike. 

McKay has been to Sun- 
dance before, so he is used to 
the constant state of frenzy 
that seems to exist. He’s happy 
to see locals at the screenings. 


* RETIREES * 

NOT SATISFIED WITH THE 
PERFORMANCE OF YOUR: 

IRAs / CDs / Savings 
Accounts 

CALL NOW to meet with a financial professional 
for your complementary FREE consultation 

Courtesy of 

Client Advisory Solutions 

An Office of MetLife Financial Services® 

15 Bay Ridge Avenue, Brooklyn NY 1 1220 


f' 


718 - 567-3110 

John Calabrese, CLTC 

Financial Services Representative 
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and “the saving grace is there 
are a lot of great films to see,” 
he said. 

Bonifacio’s “Lbs.,” is an in- 
triguing hybrid. It was written 
by the director’s leading man, 
the then-3 15-pound Carmine 
Famiglietti. It is the story of a 
Brooklyn man with a serious 
food addiction who uses his 
own creativity to shed weight. 
And in the course of making 
the film, Famiglietti lost a total 
of 170 pounds. 

Director and writer met as 
extras on a commercial, and 
Bonifacio was intrigued by 
Famiglietti’s determination to 
tell a compelling story and 
lose weight at the same time. 

“We shot over the course of 
about two years, and shot in 
seasonal segments,” Bonifacio 
said. This allowed Famiglietti 
to lose weight, which he had 
to do — there was no “plan B” 
if he didn’t lose it. 

No contest 

Two filmmakers were in the 
Dramatic Competition at Sun- 
dance. Rodney Evans, of 
Boemm Hill, wrote and direct- 
ed “Brother to Brother,” 
which is, among other things, 
a study of the life of Richard 
Bruce Nugent, “an academic 
intellectual with street smarts 
— Cornell West meets 
Quentin Crisp,” says Evans. 

Nugent died in the late ’ 80s, 
but Evans reaches beyond Nu- 
gent to paint a portrait of the 
artists associated with the 
Harlem Renaissance. 

His first time at Sundance, 
Evans was enjoying parties 
and other screenings in be- 
tween introducing his film at 
its premiere and fielding ques- 
tions. And “Brother to Broth- 
er” enjoyed two Special Jury 
Awards: one for the film itself 
and a prize for actress Vera 
Farmiga. 

Joshua Marston (“from the 
Italian part of Williamsburg!”) 
has written and directed a con- 
fident first feature, “Maria 
Full of Grace.” the story of a 
young Colombian woman in 
B ogata who, in order to make 
a living, makes a run to New 
York as a drug mule and gets 
stranded in Queens. 

Sitting in Renee’s, a vege- 
tarian restaurant on Main 
Street in Park City, Marston 
related the journey from an 
idea to a premiere screening at 
Sundance. He studied political 
science at the University of 
Chicago, and although he 
moved to New York to study 
film at New York University, 
politics remain a strong influ- 

“I am fascinated by immi- 
grant stories,” he explained. 
“And the stories of some 
Colombian immigrants are 
particularly dramatic.” 

Marston had come upon the 
true story of a young woman 
who ran drugs, but the details 
of the circumstances that led 
to her decision to do it were 
most important to him. 

“It’s really the story of a 
young woman searching for 
her place in the world,” he 
said. “That is the most univer- 
sal, most compelling aspect of 
the story,” and it’s the one that 
moves it away from painting a 
stereotypical picture of 
Colombians all dealing drugs. 

Yet the casting was difficult. 

“I had to explain the deeper 
levels of the film for people to 
participate,” Marston told GO 
Brooklyn. “And in the end, the 
most important reaction for 
me is from Colombians. In 
fact, there was a Colombian in 
the Sundance audience who 
gave me a thumbs-up.” 

This is a rare American film 
that is subtitled. Marston, who 
is fluent in Spanish, wrote the 
script in English, translated it 
into Spanish, and then worked 
with his actors on the dia- 

AU of his hard work paid 
off; on Saturday night, “Maria 
Full of Grace” won the audi- 
ence award for best dramatic 
feature. 

“I was utterly surprised by 
it,” said Marston. ‘T had no ex- 


pectation at all that that award 
would be coming our way. It 
is particularly meaningful as 
an indication that audiences 
respond to the film, that they 
have an emotional reaction to 
it and that it stays with them. 
This, more than anything else, 
is all that any filmmaker can 
hope for — to touch the view- 
ers sitting in the audience. 

“And it just goes to show 
that story can rise above all 
else — even subtitles. It is a 
profound tribute to all the peo- 
ple who helped bring ‘Maria’ 
to life.” 

Park Sloper Lesli Klainberg 
came to Sundance with a doc- 
umentary, “In the Company 

of Women,” that she co-di- 
rected with Gini Reticker. Pre- 
sented as a special event at the 
festival, it celebrates women 
filmmakers and the strides 
they’ve made over the years. 

Short stuff 

A bevy of Brooklynites also 
showed up at Sundance with 
short films in tow. Included 
were “Welcome to Life” by 
Jowan Carbin, and “San- 
gam,” by Prospect Heights 
resident Prashant Bhargava, 
another film that deals with 
immigration issues. 

“Scrabble.” by Jay and 
Mark Duplass, shows a friend- 
ly board game gone terribly 
wrong. Mark lives in Green- 
point, Jay in Williamsburg, 
and the brothers made this 
film as they’ve made other 
shorts — Mark wrote the 
script in one day, and they shot 
it in one day. Although Mark’s 
girlfriend, who plays the lead, 
did help with her character’s 
dialogue. 

“She tells me I don’t know 
how to write for girls,” said 
Mark. 

The Duplass brothers are 
starting to work on features. 

Jay told GO Brooklyn, 
“We’ve got two scripts we’re 
trying to sell, but we want to 
make features like our shorts 
— very low concept.” 

Last but certainly not least, 
filmmakers Anna Boden and 
Ryan Fleck brought their short 
film, Gowanus, Brooklyn," 
to Sundance. The film comes 
from a feature script they had 
written. 

“We took one scene from 
the feature and built a new sto- 
ry with the same sentiment,” 
said Boden. 

“The short is sort of sweet, 
while the feature is a bit edgi- 
er,” Fleck added. 

The film is a cinematic 
sketch of a teenage student 
who happens upon her 
teacher’s secret life, and it was 
cast with a lot of local talent, 
especially Shareeka Epps, who 
plays Drey, the student. Epps 
was “discovered” at MS 51 in 
Park Slope, and she came out 
to Sundance, too. 

“Shareeka didn’t say much 
in response to the festival, be- 
cause she’s so stoic,” said 
Fleck, “but she couldn’t hide 
the fact that she had an amaz- 
ing time.” 

To add to the fun, the film 
won the Short Jury prize. 
When introduced to Jake Gyl- 
lenhaal (“Moonlight Mile,” 
“Donnie Darko”), Epps asked 
him, “Jane who?” and later re- 
alized he was a movie star and 
the host of the awards ceremo- 
ny. This young lady gave the 
Hollywood types a dose of re- 

Before I left Sundance, I 
saw a Finnish documentary 
about a bizarre chorale group 
called “Screaming Men” 
whose only U.S. performance 
was at the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music. 

Is Brooklyn the newest cen- 
ter of the cultural universe as 
well as a filmmaking hot spot? 
It may be time to transform 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard into 
film studios after all. 

Marian Masone is the asso- 
ciate director of programming 
for the Film Society of Lincoln 
Center and chief curator of the 
New York Video Festival at 
Lincoln Center. 












